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Why Ask Questions Without Final Answers?
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1 Many people think that a question is useful only when it has a clear answer. If we ask how far it is from one town to

another, we can measure the distance and be done. But some questions, such as “What is a good life?” or “Is it ever right
to break a promise?”, refuse to be settled in this way. Because of this, philosophy is sometimes said to be a waste of

time.

2 |lwould argue, however, that these open questions are valuable precisely because they have no final answers. When we
try to answer them, we are forced to examine the ideas we usually take for granted. A person who has never asked
what fairness means may use the word every day, but only after questioning it does she notice that she has been using
it in several different ways. In this sense, the purpose of such questions is not to end thinking but to make it more

careful.

3 Consider a simple example. Two friends disagree about whether it is acceptable to tell a small lie to spare someone's
feelings. At first, each thinks the other is simply wrong. But as they explain their reasons, one discovers that she values
kindness most, while the other values trust. The disagreement does not vanish, yet they now understand where it

comes from, and that understanding makes their conversation calmer and more useful.

4 Of course, endless questioning can be tiring, and a society cannot wait for perfect answers before it acts. Decisions
must be made, and sometimes quickly. Still, decisions made after careful thought are usually better than those made by

habit alone.

5 Inshort, questions without final answers are not useless. They train us to notice hidden assumptions, to listen to

different values, and to hold our own views with humility. That is a skill worth practicing in daily life.
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o FETEHNULLD suMMARY (ENGLISH)

Summarize the passage in about 50 words in English.
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Q Do you agree with the author? Why or why not?
BEEDEZICERTIN ? BREESTICHETEDS,

=5
Ba

O s sconne

BDERAICA>TVWNIEFR(FRERIUE)

B

EZEZDBVEWFESZEBONNEEN, RIHMENH 5. 3
F5LEAVE SAEE > TV 2RHREMVES E 5, 3
BWERBLT. BRDEVDERICHBMEHRDEVNRZI TS, 2
RETIIMETZDY BEUZRITDIESHBIEICL DRIV R, 1
BWERBEZTRRUL RESZEED, 2

=5 11

TED HACKS (JRHZEE) & TED Conferences, LLC 1L TOVRVIEARDEEFEAAR T RV -555% - BELSRAR

haradaeigo.com/tedhacks/read/phil-1/ B TF )L, I B E TR BEN < T )

3/4



o TED HACKS ANSWERS & TEACHER'S NOTES
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4 Model summary

Questions without final answers may seem useless, but they are
valuable. They make us examine ideas we take for granted and reveal
the different values behind disagreements. Decisions must still be made,
yet careful thought beats habit, and it makes our thinking more careful
and humble.
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