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Why Learn a Language When Machines Can
Translate?
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1 Machine translation has become so good that many people now ask a simple question: why should we spend years
learning a foreign language? A phone can turn a menu, a letter, or even a spoken sentence into another language in a

moment. It seems reasonable to conclude that language study is becoming a waste of time.

2 However, this conclusion misses something important. Translation tools are good at moving information from one
language to another, but communication is more than the exchange of information. When we speak with someone in
their own language, we show that we are willing to make an effort for them. This effort often builds trust, and trust is
what turns a brief exchange into a relationship. A perfect sentence produced by a machine rarely creates the same

feeling.

3 Learningalanguage also changes the learner. Every language divides the world in its own way. Some languages have a
single word for a feeling that others need a whole sentence to explain, and some require speakers to mark politeness in
every sentence. Learners who notice these differences begin to see that their own language is only one way of
organizing experience. This awareness makes them more flexible thinkers, and it helps them understand people who

see things differently.

4 Of course, no one should deny the usefulness of translation tools. For travelers, and for people who need toread a
document quickly, they are a great help. But depending on them entirely has a cost. Users who never struggle with a
language never develop a feel for its rhythm and humor, and they cannot judge whether the machine's answer is truly
right.

5 Inshort, technology has changed how we use languages, but it has not removed the reasons to learn them. The best
approach is to treat machines as partners, not substitutes, while continuing to build our own ability to listen, speak, and

understand.
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Summarize the passage in about 50 words in English.
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Q Do you agree with the author? Why or why not?
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4 Model summary

Although machine translation has advanced, learning foreign languages
remains valuable. Speaking someone's language shows real effort and
builds trust, while study reveals that one's own language is just one view
of the world, encouraging flexible thinking. Machines should always be
partners, not substitutes, for our own abilities.
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