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Stereotypes and the Choices of Children

g2 p ‘ WPM 1:00 1:30 2:00 2:30 3:00 3:30 4:00 5:00
FIIRH ——5——B - ER=% 319 213 160 128 106 91 80 64

1 From an early age, children learn what society expects of boys and girls. These expectations appear in toys, in the
colors of clothes, and in the way adults praise them. A girl may be told that she is kind and neat, while a boy is told that

he is brave and strong. Such comments seem harmless, but they add up over time.

2 The problem with stereotypes is that they turn general ideas into rules for individuals. Not all girls dislike mathematics,
and not all boys dislike caring for others. When children believe that some activities are not for people like them, they
may stop trying before they discover what they are good at. In this way, stereotypes reduce the range of choices that a

child feels able to make, and society loses the talents that are never developed.

3 Some people argue that differences between boys and girls are natural, and that it is therefore pointless to worry. It is
true that people differ, and researchers continue to debate how much biology and environment each contribute. But
even if some average differences exist, they say little about any particular child. Within each group, the variety among

individuals is very large, so it makes little sense to decide a child's future from a label.

4 What can adults do? They can offer a wide variety of experiences, such as building blocks and dolls, sports and art,
without commenting on which is suitable for which sex. They can praise effort and curiosity rather than personality
traits linked to gender. They can also show, in books and in daily life, people who do jobs that break the usual patterns.

The purpose is not to force children to reject tradition, but to make sure that every option is genuinely open.

5 Asociety that allows each child to follow his or her own interests will benefit from more diverse abilities and will be

fairer to everyone.
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Summarize the passage in about 50 words in English.

=& =
=]

° HBTDOERIE? vourorinion

Q Do you agree with the author? Why or why not?
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4 Model summary

Children learn gender expectations from an early age, and stereotypes
turn general ideas into rules that narrow their choices and talents. Even
if average differences exist, variety among individuals is far greater.
Adults should offer wide experiences and praise effort and curiosity, so
that every option remains genuinely open.
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