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Does a Photograph Tell the Truth?
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1 Aphotograph has long been treated as a kind of evidence. When we see one in a newspaper or on a screen, we tend to

think that the scene must have existed in front of a camera, and this belief gives images a power that words often lack.
Courts and history books have long relied on them. But if we look more closely at how photographs are made, the

relationship between image and truth turns out to be far from simple.

2 First, every photograph is the result of choices. The person holding the camera decides where to stand, what to include,
and when to press the button. A picture of a crowded square can look joyful or threatening depending on the angle and
the moment selected, and the edges of the frame silently exclude everything that lies outside. Even the choice between
a black-and-white and a colored image can change how viewers feel about the scene. In this sense, a photograph does

not merely record reality; it offers one carefully bounded view of it.

3 Second, modern technology has made alteration easy. Colors can be adjusted, objects removed, and entirely new
scenes produced with software that ordinary users can operate. As these tools improve, the traditional trust in images
weakens, and people may begin to doubt even genuine photographs. This doubt is, in a sense, the opposite of the old
naive belief, but it is equally problematic, because it allows those who wish to hide the truth to dismiss real evidence as

afake.

4 Does this mean that photographs are worthless as a means of knowing the world? | do not think so. Careful news
organizations, for instance, publish the source and the date of an image and correct it when it proves misleading. It
would be a mistake to conclude that, because no image is perfectly neutral, all images are equally unreliable. A picture
accompanied by information about who took it, where, and for what purpose, and confirmed by other sources, can still
tell us a great deal. What matters is the manner in which we read images, not whether we believe or reject them

wholesale.

5 Therefore, what we need is a habit of active viewing. We should ask who made an image, what has been left out, and
what other sources say. Seeing is not a passive act of receiving the truth but an activity of judgment. This habit takes

time, but it is the best defense we have. Photographs, in the end, invite us to think rather than to believe.
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Summarize the passage in about 70 words in English.
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Q Do you agree with the author? Why or why not?
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4 Model summary

Photographs have long been treated as evidence, but they reflect the
photographer's choices and can be easily altered, which weakens trust
and lets real evidence be dismissed as fake. Yet the fact that no image is
perfectly neutral does not make all images unreliable. When their
source is known and confirmed elsewhere, they remain useful, so we
need active viewing, asking who made an image and what has been left
out.
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