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A little brother and sister were playing one day on the edge of a well that
belonged to a water-sprite. The little girl held her brother’s hand, and leaned far

over to look down into it.

“It seems to me that down below there I can see green meadows and flocks of

sheep moving over them,” she said.

“It is only the reflection of the clouds,” said the little boy. “But be careful. I fear

you will fall in.”

Even as he spoke the little girl slipped and fell into the well, and as she had hold

of her brother’s hand she pulled him in after her.

The two children went down—down—down—through the waters, and when they
came to the bottom they found themselves in a country of green meadows and
trees and streams, and before them stood a shining castle with domes and

towers.

This castle belonged to the water-sprite who owned the well.
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The little brother and sister went up to the castle and knocked at the door, and at

once the water-sprite opened it to them.

“Come in, come in,” said she. “I saw you playing on the edge of the well, and it
was I who caused you to fall in. I am lonely here, so you shall stay with me and be

my servants, and whatever I bid you do that you must do.”

The water-sprite would have been beautiful if only she had not been so green.
Her face was green and her hair was green, and her eyes were green. Only her

teeth were white.

The sprite led the children into the kitchen and there she gave the little girl a
bucket that had no bottom. “Go,” said she, “and fetch me some water to boil the
dumplings for supper. And you,” said she to the boy, “must cut me some wood,”

and she gave him an ax that had no edge. It was as blunt as a hammer.

The little sister went out to the spring that the water-sprite showed her, and
tried to dip up water, but as fast as she dipped it up it ran out again, for the
bucket had no bottom.

FHERZEDZHZANZANI1Z7 www.haradaeigo.com/tadokubestjr/ The Water-Sprite 2/8



The brother began to chop at a tree near by. He chopped and he chopped and he

chopped, but he could scarcely make a dent, the ax was so blunt.

When the children came back to the castle without either wood or water, the
sprite was very cross with them. “I can easily see that you are both very stupid,”
said she. “But sit down; sit down at the table. Even if you are stupid I suppose

you must eat.”

The children sat down at the table, and the water-sprite set before them a dish of
dumplings, but as the dumplings had not been cooked and were only dough the
children could not eat them. They slipped them into their pockets, and then, when
the sprite was not looking they gave the dumplings to the water-cat that rubbed

about their chairs.
After that the children went to bed and slept.

The next day it was the same thing over again. The water-sprite set them tasks
that they could not possibly do, and gave them only dough to eat, so the children
made up their minds to run away. They waited, however, until afternoon, when

the water-sprite went up to the top of the well to look about her.

When they were about to set out, the water-cat said to them, “You do well to run
away. You would not be happy here. But do not think my mistress will allow you
to escape if she can help it. When she comes home and finds you gone, she will at
once set out in pursuit of you. She can go very much faster than you, and she will
certainly catch you unless you take with you her comb, her brush, and her mirror.
These are magic things. Each time you find she is about to catch you, throw one
or other of these things over your shoulder. By this means, and by this means

only, can you hope to escape.”

The children thanked the little cat, and did as it advised them. They took the
water-sprite’s brush and comb and mirror, and carried them off with them, and

ran as fast as they could along the road that led to the upper world.
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Soon after they had left, the water-sprite came home. When she found them gone
she only stopped long enough to scold the cat, and then she put on her shoes of

swiftness and started after them.

Presently the children looked behind them and saw her coming. She came so fast
on her shoes of swiftness, that it seemed as though they could not possibly

escape her.

However, the children remembered what the water-cat had told them. They
threw the comb behind them, and at once it spread and grew into a wall of spikes,
tremendously stiff and high. It took the water-sprite a long time to climb over
this wall, and the children were well on their way before they heard her behind

them again.

Then the little girl threw the brush over her shoulder. At once the brush became a

great thick forest, through which the water-sprite could hardly find her way.

But she got through it at last, and then it did not take her long to be at their heels

again.

“And now we have only one more thing left,” said the brother, and he threw the

mirror behind him.

At once the mirror became a hill of glass so steep and smooth that no one could
possibly climb it. The sprite tried to run up it, but no sooner had she gone a step
or so than she slipped back again. At last, with a shriek of rage, she turned and

fled back to her castle, and that was the last of her.

But the children went on their way, and the road led them straight to the upper
world and the door of their home. After that they were always careful to keep

away from the edge of the water-sprite’s well.

FHERZEDZHZANZANI1Z7 www.haradaeigo.com/tadokubestjr/ The Water-Sprite 4/8



FHERZEDZHZANZANI1Z7 www.haradaeigo.com/tadokubestjr/ The Water-Sprite




*ugR KD¥E (The Water-Sprite)

H30. NEEREHEMN., KOBOHPDIDE TEATHWE Lz MIEBREADFEICE->T. HPDOP
EDXZHE. CHhEHFEFENELE L,

MFS5ETFTDIEHIC, FENDERMEH>T. VDT HDAEFENTWIDHNRIZ3HF -0 L&kIFEWE
Lr:o

EAI DS TVRRILEL) EBREAFTVELR, (THREDF T BHTLEVEI L&, |

*IE->TWVWIRIHIBIC, BhIFRETASHETHPICEBTLEVWEL: BRTADFEICE>TWVWED
T, BREABL S L LICT-IENZATLEVE LS,

2ANFKDPEEAEA, EAEA EAEALTATWEELE, ¥LTEICEC L. ¥ZEHENDER
ERLENMNIDHZ2BET. BOFIICIE. £FZ2VERVPEOHZ. ANHDPIEEMNIL-> TV E LI

ok, HPOBEED, KOBEOLDOTL I,

REBIBWAIT>TPELIECE. TCICKDEBEIKPEDITTCNE LT,

TBEAN. BAN, EXKDFBIESVWELE. "BEALH5PHPDADL THEATUWIDHARI-DE, HP
[CHELEDIF. 2ObELEL, 2ZEEUTLWLAS, $FALBIEIIICVWT blELOBHLDOHWIC
BAARE, bELOSEWDIT3ZLF. BRATH LETFAIEWNITRWE,

KDFEIX. HARICHENRTEMI =B, T2 Lh>E=IETLLY), BBbHEDN, hHFDEDHHE
h. BbHENTLRE, BEIFABVDTL =,

KOBEFELLBEEZEMNDNhTWE, KIS, RDGEWATYZEDbELELE, TT->T Z2JEADSE
AZERDTIKECATENWT) EKDFBIEFEVWELE, thhrosFEAlE EBREAICEVE L,
($&%2Db-oTEVT) ¥95S-> 0 E0EVWEDEDELELE, ¥DEDIK. rEDIBEDLFICE 3
TYOhEWDTL .

RIE. KDKBCHEHASNIhEKDETAANToTKECHHELELED CATHCATSH, KIFFC
CHNhTLEFVET, NTYICENRVDTETH S,
BERSAIF ACDAREYNELDE Lo BREAIFEYD> T D> T N E LD BDHAHENICY)
NEVDT, BEAELETHDFS hEHATLL,

FELEh, FELKIBFETCEEADBEZ L. KOBIRETHEINF LI, TBFAEBI2ALED
ATDAE>TI LK. <ok EKDFFIESWELE, TH. $ThHN, T—JlteThH
I’)o ’\)TU)%—C’B\ ﬁ’\‘ﬁ:%‘\bﬁB@b‘t%’\)b‘Bﬁo J

FEHEBENRT - DE, KOFEIFFAZTOESMERICHSEFEF LR, TH. FAZEKICTHELCT, =
FOIZREIEESEOT, FELEBRERNOSNFHATLR. 2AFFAZEZIS¥ DKy FITAK.
KOBHAETWHRWEEIC, WTDEDLNICERETH IHETCRKEDITPHE L,

*tNHSEFELEBEFRY FITA->T. kbYW EF L1

FHERZEDZHZANZANI1Z7 www.haradaeigo.com/tadokubestjr/ The Water-Sprite 6/8



D2EDBH. ALIEDCNDALTLE, KDFEIE ETHTERVWLIEZ2ALE VDT, BRYIKZ
REZHLAChER A, ¥CTFEHBLBRICITEE) ENICEDE LI, (ThEH2AE. KOBELHP
DEAHLENERICITCFRETH E L

ADEMIT LI EFTRE KFDHABWELE, (CIHFR3DEVVEZILEL, 22ICVWTH, LbHICE
BhBRvhdhR, TH, TEASEILEEFS>TCHALTCNIBATRoBp W ITRWE, B>TETHE
ZEBERVEWEbh oS, TCIREWHAIFTTCE3ER), TEASEFRESEFALBENT > ER(EN
2H5. Eo2EDIDEL-TLEI TEATEDCLE. 75338 DDHRERF > TUDLEWLHAE N [T,

ChIXFIE)DEEBAL, DHENXICHE L. ¥DETIC. ERMODEMNTLICH LAANRITS
AL, 5ThIE. ¥5LEEEREIF. CIF5N3E3%5, .

FELLEBIFNERIDICHEINES > T EbhrieBNICLELE, KDEDITS>ECLEDDHRER
5EL. EOERADDI(EE. hvsEVWEN L

ADPB TV S TEHL (L KOBFEWFB>TEE Lo 2ADVEVED,MD & KDFFRFFDEDB oL
DNDFREFT RCENRBEEFEIDCDZEEE, 2AESWAITE LT

LESCLTFEHLLEDANDZADE. KDBAP>TLKBIDLRIE Lz, £IF)DCDOT, 0T T
WIRETP>TCBDT, ETHIRIFENEIICHD £t A,

ThEdb, FELEBIIKIDICEDLNEIEERVWELEL. 2ANKLEF LAALRIFTRE. (LIFE
B5EBLEA>TKRKECEN, EPSF M TFHREBARE. ELCTEVHIRICENF L, KBTI,
EDONZZB3DICTORABGRINDDST=DT, HJLAIHIDSEFLREHIFEIATCRETIC, FEHBIE
EuREF TEATWE L1,

*ZTHI. TS5V ETLICHILAARITELE, $3ET755FEBEB. AHDWVKERFZRCHED.
KOKEIE LA EHIELR O N FHATLE,

Th, EAEIHFEAITRE, KOKBIET CICEFR2ADTCALAEFTHE->TEF L,

H53. HEOLIDI->TWVWEHEWVWK) EBREAIEE ST, MDFEF LAARIFE L1,

TR3EDDHRELBED, FhDIFhEWEE, TDbLTD2323DH5A0WICHED £ LI, KDOFE
[EDTDIESLH) ELELED 1EIBDIE S EFAIL, 23N ETRTHEHBTLEVEY, &EHED
KOKIEF R LEICEHURZEHIT3E. (B3NELELTHhATBDDBWAICITFIRZRNE L, 2L T,

XNhENTHLZREEEATLL,

FELEBIXEEZER. YDBEFLOHRA, ¥ LTBLEHBORDPOE T, o3 <¢2onTWwEL
2o XNHBEVIHD, 2AFKDBOHPDABICIH, WOHAIABVWEIICKREDITE L=,

FHERZEDZHZANZANI1Z7 www.haradaeigo.com/tadokubestjr/ The Water-Sprite 7/8



AT & 24X xon

well #P castle EoE2d bucket Ny
ax HO comb <L brush 75>
mirror AT forest #*

wHieL
C) spbrshiessryid, CARNTY?
€ o% gL
DEIBENATY  QRLEHVENTY  @DEDNRTY

) crrEERATCREDRER?
DkOE DBLWEA @ Kio

) rraERFRE. MR-k ?
DKREEH @p5200L @ FrOHN

2
QD bl EREOEEDE ALY TR, CATH CATORNSNTLENE L.
Q@ @ AN ENEATEBFTNEATOH, (LETSS ErDBER> TV & CHATNE L.

- 2

@ @ rhHE BbL(T23230H520WICENE L. KOBEDERF. CHBNE L.

RBEFBOZHNA Y2 =7

Y DOEFEFDIRA 1,000 EE. R - ADFOLAF - ORDE T ¥— 4 - BELXE D, HAREH - BH
Lo

haradaeigo.com/tadokubestjr/

B B RXXDFEE (1BHLEEHIZITCWEHA) o Project Gutenberg BF-E%E #49001 (Katharine Pyle. 19185F) o /X7 v 2 KX A4 >,
42 : Katharine Pyle (B LADIRDIBIE, /XY v 2 KX A >)

BAZE (WebhR) : Sonia (LibriVox DRSS > F 4 Po /XY v I KX A )

FOR - 24X AIEAD R AIE3EF v 2, ADBTHIBRHERL TWET,

FHERZEDZHZANZANI1Z7 www.haradaeigo.com/tadokubestjr/ The Water-Sprite



