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When the King looked from his windows and found the mountain gone he was
filled with joy and wonder. “You have indeed fairly won the Princess,” said he to

the Prince, “and I will not say you nay.”

So he gave his daughter to the stranger youth, and much treasure as well. He
also gave them each a horse trapped out in gold and precious stones, and then

the two set out together, riding side by side.

They had not gone far when they met the little red fox, and he was on the watch

for them.

“Now you have indeed won the best of all,” said he. “But it is you and you alone
who should have the Princess for a wife. But in order to keep her for yourself you
must do exactly as I say. First of all you must go to the King who sent you to the
golden castle. When he sees you have brought the Princess to him, he will gladly
give you the Golden Horse. Mount upon the horse, and when you say farewell to
the King and his court, take the hand of each one in turn. Last of all you must
take the hand of the Princess. Grasp it firmly, and draw her up into the saddle in
front of you, and then ride away for your life. They may pursue you, but none can

overtake you, for the Golden Horse goes faster than the wind.”

The Prince did exactly as the fox bade him. He took the Princess to the palace of
the King who had sent him to find her. When the King saw her he gladly gave the
Golden Horse to the Prince. The Prince said farewell to all and then at the last he

caught the Princess by the hand and drew her up in front of him, and away they
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went faster than the wind, and none pursed them, for they knew they could never

catch them.

After awhile the Prince and Princess came to the fox seated by the road waiting

for them.

“That is well,” said the fox. “You have now the beautiful Princess and the Golden

Horse, but you must have the Golden Bird also.”

The fox then told the Prince what he must do. He must leave the Princess there to
wait for him, and ride on to the palace alone. “When you reach the palace of the
King,” said the fox, “he will gladly give you the Golden Bird in exchange for the
horse. Take the cage in your hand and then spring upon the horse and ride away
with it till you come to where the Princess is. They will not try to overtake you,
for they know how fast the horse goes. Then you will have all three, the Princess,

the horse, and the bird.”

The Prince did exactly as the little animal bade him. He left the Princess there
with the fox, and rode on to the palace, and it was not long before he was back

again with the Golden Bird in his hand.

“Now you have all your heart desires,” said the fox, “and it is time I had my

reward for serving you.”

“That is true,” said the Prince. “Tell me how to reward you, and if I can do it, I

will.”

“Then take your bow,” said the fox, “and shoot me dead, and after that cut off my

head and paws.”
The Prince was filled with horror. “No, no,” he cried, “that I can never do.”

“Very well,” said the fox. “If you will not do that, then you can do nothing for me.
I must leave you, but before I go there is one more piece of advice that I will give
you. Beware of two things. Buy no human flesh and bones, and do not sit on the

edge of a well.” Then the fox left him and ran away into the forest near by.
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But the Prince and Princess rode on together. “That was a curious piece of
advice,” said the Prince. “Why should I want to buy human flesh and bones, and

why should I not sit on the edge of a well if it pleases me?”
“Why indeed?” said the Princess.

The two journeyed on until they came to the village where the two inns stood,
and there the Prince stopped at the larger inn to water his horse, and who should
come out to fetch water for the horse but the Prince’s second brother, and he

was all in rags.

“Oh, my dear brother,” cried the Prince, “what has happened to you? Why are

you all in rags?”

“It is because I am in debt to the landlord,” answered the second Prince. “I spent
all my own money and more beside in feasting and drinking, and now he keeps me

as a servant and will not let me go.”
“And our eldest brother—is he here also?”

Yes, he was there also. He too was in debt to the landlord, and was obliged to

work about in the kitchen.

When the youngest brother heard this the tears ran down his cheeks. He called
the landlord to him and paid him all that the two brothers owed, and bought them

free. He also bought for each of them proper clothes and fine horses to ride upon.

Then they all started home together. But the elder brothers were not grateful to
him. They envied and hated him because he had won the Princess and the Golden
Horse and the bird, and because he would have their father’s kingdom, too. So

they plotted together as to how they could get rid of him.

They journeyed on for some hours until it was midday and the sun was hot. Then

they came to a place where there was a well with trees around it.
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“Let us sit here and rest awhile,” said the elder brothers, and the youngest was

willing.

They all lighted down from their horses, and then the two elder brothers seized

the younger one and threw him into the well.
After that they took the Princess, the horse, and the bird, and rode on with them.

When at last they reached the palace of their father there was the greatest

rejoicing. Not only had the princes brought home with them the Golden Bird, but
they had brought the Golden Horse, and the beautiful Princess as well, and now
the kingdom was to be divided between them. As for the youngest Prince no one

knew what had become of him except his brothers and the Princess.

But the Princess took no part in any of the rejoicings. She sat and grieved and
grieved. The horse would not eat and the bird would not sing. The King was

greatly distressed over all this. He could not guess what ailed them all.

But though the brothers had thrown the youngest brother into a well, that was
not the last of him by any means. The well was a dry one, and the Prince fell
softly on the moss at the bottom of it, and was not hurt at all except for a few
bruises. But the sides of the well were so steep that he could not climb out of it,
and there in the well he might have stayed had it not been for the faithful fox.
The Prince had not been long in the well when the fox looked down over the edge

of it and spoke to him.

“You little deserve that I should help you again,” said the fox. “If you had heeded
my warnings all this trouble would not have come upon you. Nevertheless, I

cannot leave you here to perish. Catch hold of my tail, and I will pull you out.”

The fox then let its tail hang down in the well, the Prince caught hold of it, and

the fox managed to drag him out of the well and up into the sunlight.

The Prince thanked the fox with tears in his eyes, and then he journeyed on

toward his father’s palace. On the way he met an old beggar-man, and exchanged
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clothes with him. He put on the beggar’s rags, and stained his hands and face so
that he was as dark as a gypsy, and when he came at last into the palace not even
his father knew him. No sooner did he enter the gate of the palace, however, than
the bird began to sing, the horse began to eat, and the Princess wiped away her

tears, and laughed aloud with joy.

The King was amazed. “How is this?” he asked the Princess. “How is it that you

have so suddenly ceased grieving and become cheerful?”

“I know not,” answered the Princess. “Only this morning I was so sad that my
heart was like lead, and now suddenly I feel quite happy, just as though my own

dear promised husband had come home again.”

The Princess then told the King the whole story, how it was the youngest Prince
who had won the bird and the horse, and her also for his bride; how he had
bought his brothers’ lives from the landlord at the inn, and how they had

afterward thrown him into a dry well and left him there.

“It may be,” said the King, “that my son has in truth come home, and is here in

the palace, and that that is why you feel so happy.”

He then gave orders that everyone in the palace was to come before him. This
was done, and among all the rest came the young Prince disguised as an old

beggar-man.

But though he was disguised the Princess knew him at once. She ran to him and
threw her arms about his neck and kissed him. “You are my own dear one,” she

cried, “and to you and you only do I belong.”

Then there was great rejoicing all through the palace because the Prince had
come home again. But as for the elder brothers they were sent out from before

the King’s presence and punished as they deserved.

Now some time after this as the young Prince was hunting in the forest he met

the little red fox, and it looked very sad and thin and worn.
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“Alas!” said he to the Prince, “now you are happy and have everything your heart

can wish, but I am hunted about the world, miserable and forlorn.”

Then the Prince was filled with pity. “Whatever I can do for you I will,” he said,

“for everything I have I owe to you.”

Then again the fox begged and implored the Prince to shoot it and cut off its head

and its paws. At last the Prince consented.

No sooner had he done as the fox asked him, than instead of the little animal a
handsome young man stood before him. This young man was the brother of the
Princess Beautiful. He had been enchanted, and obliged to wander about the
world in the shape of a fox, but now the young Prince had broken the

enchantment.

The two princes embraced each other tenderly, and returned to the palace

together, and after that they all lived together in the greatest happiness.
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