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Aladdin, or the Magic Lamp (3)
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That evening the Sultan and Aladdin came home from their hunt. They rode along
together, talking pleasantly, until they came within sight of the Sultan’s palace.
Suddenly the Sultan drew rein and stared with blank surprise. The castle that

Aladdin had built in a single night was gone. Not a sign of it was left.
“Your palace!” cried the Sultan. “Where is your palace?”

Aladdin, too, stared thunderstruck. “I—I do not know!” he faltered.
“You do not know?” cried the Sultan. “And my daughter! Where is she?”
“I do not know,” answered Aladdin again.

The Sultan was filled with rage. “You do not know!” he thundered. “Miserable
wretch! was your castle only the work of enchantment? Have you carried off my

daughter by your magic? Now unless you bring her back at once you shall surely
die.”

Aladdin was in despair. He begged the Sultan to allow him forty days in which to

search for the Princess, and to this the Sultan at last consented.

Aladdin at once set out on the search, but he did not know in which direction to
go. He wandered about from one place to another, without learning anything

about the fate of the Princess or his palace.

At last one day he found himself in a rocky spot beside the sea. In descending the
rocks he slipped and caught his hand on a sharp point, and in so doing he rubbed

the magician’s ring which he still wore, but which he had forgotten.
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At once the genie of the ring appeared before him. “Master,” said he, “what

wouldst thou have? I and the other slaves of the ring stand ready to serve thee.”

Aladdin was overjoyed to find that the ring still kept its magic powers. “I wish,”
said he, “that you would bring back my palace and the Princess, or else take me

where they are.”

“I cannot bring them back,” answered the slave of the ring, “for they have been
carried away by the genie of the lamp, who is mightier than I, but I can take you

where they are.”

The slave of the ring then caught up Aladdin, and in less time than it takes to tell
he had carried him to Africa and had set him down in the apartment in the palace

where the Princess was.

When the Princess saw Aladdin thus suddenly appear before her she gave a cry of

joy and threw herself into his arms.

“The lamp!” cried Aladdin. “Where is the lamp?” for he wished to protect himself

against the power of the magician.

“Alas,” cried the Princess, “I do not know where it is. Already I feared that all
our misfortunes had come from my trading off that lamp to a beggar.” She then
told Aladdin the whole story of how one had come offering new lamps for old, and
of how her women had hunted up the old blackened lamp, and she had given it

away for a new one.

Aladdin at once guessed that the beggar must have been the magician in disguise.
“We will never be safe,” said he, “until we have that lamp in our possession

again. Does the magician ever come here?”

“Oh, yes,” said the Princess; “he comes here every day and wearies me with his

pretty speeches. He wishes me to marry him, but that I will never do.”

“Now, listen,” said Aladdin. “The next time the magician comes greet him

pleasantly. Talk to him for awhile, and then offer him a glass of sherbet. In this
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sherbet you must first put a powder that I will give you. It is a sleeping-powder.
After the magician drinks it he will fall into a deep sleep. You must then at once
call me. Together we will search his clothing, for I feel sure he is afraid to leave
the lamp anywhere, and carries it always about him. If we can once get hold of

the lamp all of our troubles are at an end.”

The Princess promised to do exactly as Aladdin bade her, and then he gave her

the powder, and hid himself in a room near by.

Not long after this the magician came, as usual, to sit and talk with the Princess.
She met him with smiling looks, and was so pleasant and friendly that the
magician was delighted. He hoped the Princess was beginning to love him and

that before long she would consent to be his wife.

Presently the Princess took up a glass of sherbet in which she had already
dissolved the powder. “I thought you might be thirsty,” said she, “and I prepared

this sherbet for you; will you not drink it?”

The magician thanked her, and taking the goblet he drank the sherbet at one
draught. Almost at once his head dropped back on the cushions and he sank in a

deep sleep.

The Princess did not delay a moment in calling Aladdin. He came in haste, and
together they searched the garments of the magician. It did not take them long

to find the lamp, which was hidden in his vest.
Aladdin rubbed it, and the genie of the lamp appeared before him.

“What dost thou wish?” he cried. “I and all the other slaves of the lamp stand
ready to obey thee.”

“First,” said Aladdin, “I wish this magician carried away to the uttermost parts of
the earth, and I wish him never to be allowed to come within a hundred miles of
the lamp again. Secondly, I wish my palace to be returned to the place from

which it was taken.”
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“To hear is to obey,” answered the genie.

He disappeared with the magician, and as the magician never was seen again he

probably never escaped from the ends of the earth.

As for the palace it and all that was in it were returned to the place where it first
stood, and the Sultan was so delighted to see his daughter again that he gladly
forgave Aladdin. The tailor’s son was raised to the greatest honors in the
kingdom, and upon the Sultan’s death he became Sultan, and lived happy forever

after with his beautiful wife, Buddir al Baddoor.
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