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Buddhist Sculpture

Asuka to Kamakura period (7th-13th century)

A. Miroku Bosatsu (Maitreya) in Pensive Pose B. Ashura

Unknown, 7th century (photo: 1888-89) Unknown, 734

e How to Spot it 22D TR IH7/25 v 2215 & 5,

A raised bump on t]’lC head and Tows OFCUT]S mean a Buddha W]’IO ]’125 reached en]ightenment.

A quiet, slight smile is typical of Asuka—pcriod statues.

Bulging muscles and angry, staring eyes belong to guardian gods.

Crystal eyes that shine as if alive, common in the Kamakura period.

Wood, bronze and lacquer each give a very different surface.
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When Buddhism came to Japan from the Korean Peninsula in the 6th century, people began making
Buddhist statues. Statues of the Asuka period often have a faint smile, called an 'archaic smile". The
Miroku Bodhisattva at Korya-ji in Kyoto sits with a finger lightly touching its cheek, thinking about

how to save people.

Write one thing you learned:
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No.
Name
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e Art words — Match them. %55 Az THIES .
1. bodhisattva @ a. @ FHARE
2. dry lacquer b. @ FRIE
3. crystal eyes ® c. @ EfE
4. joined-block technique o d. @ X
h Y,
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O

According to records, how long did it take to make the guardian statues of Todai-ji?

A. 69 days C. 3 years
B. 3 days D. 30 years
L y
- ~
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How many faces does the Ashura statue at Kofuku-ji have?
A. One C. Three
B. Two D. Six
N J
- ~
e Which do you like better, A or B? Why? acB. &5 5h03E 2h 2B T,
I like ____ better because ________________________________
. J

® Fun Fact! During repairs that began in 1988, documents with the names of Unkei, Kaikei and others
were found inside one of the guardian statues. After almost 800 years, the record of who made them was

confirmed.
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Answers & Notes

Mg (RBER~HBIR (~13tH2) ) e
Name
1 How to spot it (&R) 3 Art words
1. A raised bump on the head and rows of curls mean a 1-c (bodhisattva=%EfE : BH 2 Bis L A 5. ALERHD
Buddha who has reached enlightenment. fhe NEDEFIZOFFENZL, )
D LAY EAD . 3T XDEAL S RO (LK 2-b (dry lacquer=%z3E : =R TR D ER TIE S 0%,
(B h A BN 7=14) o BThan5h, FMERENLZDEE, )
2. A quier, s]ight smile is typical OFAsuka—period statues. 3-d (crystal eyes=FK0R : IMED B ORAID 5KE% 3% 2
O & AhThIC LA > - Bh hMESR X, REBERD LR, B9 5ATRAS. )
(W D5, 4-a (joined-block technique=ZAiE : W< 2bDAREHFE

beTRzHEDFE KELBeHEL TERS, )

3. Bulging muscles and angry, staring eyes belong to guardian

gods. 4 Quiz
BIALD DD THEDL TR TOA0K BT ) by gxsmaPioeBn+EIE, B TERLE LR
e & FBENTUVB?
4. Crystal eyes that shine as if alive, common in the SRR A 698 /B 38 /C 3%E/D 304
el s, BE BEeA— MLEC A BoMRE. EEROAEE S H S
BICK@MEHZEN, £TTVBRLIHICHK-TWD LThre98 THED EIFE LT,
(HEIFRIZZW) |
5. Wood, bronze and lacquer each give a very different 5 Quiz
surface. C & : EEFOREREOEDIIL?
K-$H-FhE ML TRADELALE 7K B IR : A12/B22,/C32,/D62
i oI RS 3 DDEREL 6D E D > TV ET,

A IREHEGEEMBMES (FERE) B FEREE )
Fun Fact (iR)

2Read (R) CEROBLADPS S, EBORFH | 1988F, 5HEE -
GHHE. (AT E S S DAED S & (hDEEET FEAEET. SRATROKODL,S. BEPRESS D
"M &) PELND LHICH N L, REBROILEIX. ZRINEINEXELRENRROA2D L7, 800FEL=>

ObeaEbIMNCEFE TPLAAy S - Z7A) & LIE T, o= A= B DREEHIELD EN=DTY,
NEWEHLHIIFETY . REB - [LFEF OIREIEEFHIT S
T, EZ T2 LEBICZTAT. A4EEIREINEEAT
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