THE EMPEROR'S BIRTHDAY - WORKSHEET 1
g A Holiday That Moves

Read the story. X %% b I, Class No. Name

0 February 23 is a national holiday in Japan

called the Emperor's Birthday. The present

Emperor was born on this day in 1960. But this

holiday has a strange secret: its date can move.

e The holiday has a very long history. In 775, an
emperor told people to celebrate his birthday

with a big party. He called the day Tenchosetsu.
The name comes from an old Chinese saying about heaven and earth lasting for a long

time. Japan used this name until 1948.

e When a new emperor comes to the throne, the holiday moves to his birthday. From
1989 to 2018, it was on December 23. Then a new emperor came to the throne on May 1,

2019. February 23 had already passed, and December 23 was not his birthday. So in 2019,
Japan had no Emperor's Birthday at all!

° Some old birthdays are still holidays with new names. November 3 was the birthday of
Emperor Meiji, and it is now Culture Day. April 29 was the birthday of Emperor Showa, and

it is now Showa Day. So the calendar keeps a little piece of each past emperor.

e On February 23, many people visit the Imperial Palace in Tokyo. In the morning, the
Emperor and his family come out onto a balcony, and people wave small flags. The
Emperor gives a short speech to thank them. In the afternoon, visitors can sign a special
book to send their good wishes. Japanese people do not call him by his name. They say

Tenno Heika, which means His Majesty the Emperor.
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THE EMPEROR'S BIRTHDAY - WORKSHEET 2
g Reading Check

Choose the best answer. IEL\ 6 D %EIT S, Class No. Name

1. What is the main idea of the reading?
@ The Emperor's Birthday is a long-loved holiday The Emperor's Birthday is always on December

whose date can change. 23.
@ The Emperor's Birthday is a new holiday from @ The Emperor's Birthday is only for children.
20109.

2. When was the present Emperor born?

(A) On December 23, 1933 On April 29, 1901
@ On February 23, 1960 @ On May 1, 2019
3. Where does the name Tenchosetsu come from?
@ From an English song From an old Chinese saying
@ From the name of a palace @ From a Japanese mountain

4. Why did Japan have no Emperor's Birthday in 2019?
@ Because the Emperor was sick Because the government forgot it
@ Because people wanted to work @ Because the new date had passed and the old
date was not his birthday

5. In paragraph 3, 'came to the throne' means:
@ sat on a chair became emperor
(© left the palace (©) traveled abroad

6. Which is true according to the reading?

@ Culture Day was once the birthday of Emperor Showa Day is on November 3.
Meiji.
@ Japanese people usually call the Emperor by his @ The Emperor comes out onto the balcony at

name. night.

7. What can we guess about the next Emperor's Birthday after a new emperor?
@ It will stay on February 23 forever. It will move to the new emperor's birthday.
(©) It will be on January 1. () It will be cancelled forever.

8. In the dialogue, when is the King's real birthday in Sophie's story?

(&) In February In June

@ In December @ In November

| True or False? IELITHIE T. BHAZIXFICO

The Emperor's Birthday is on February 23 now.
The holiday has always been on February 23.
In 2019, Japan had no Emperor's Birthday.
December 23 is still a national holiday.

Culture Day was once the birthday of Emperor Meiji.
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Japanese people usually call the Emperor by his first name.
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THE EMPEROR'S BIRTHDAY - WORKSHEET 3
g Word Work

Words & phrases. #330OhA Lw 5, Class No. Name

| @ Match the pictures and the words. #¢ & BB THRIZ S,

=d e @ Mount Fuji o o @ wave
| o A
= @ @ crown \’7\“ ) @ birthday cake
N
\\'ﬁ\' () @ flags &’ () @ microphone
a o @ train Q [ ) @ castle
| (@ Unscramble the words. X%~ X THEICLL S,
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@ Fill in the blanks. SB8¥H» 58A T ( ) ICAh &,

FCPalace> (morning) (beach) (happy) (people> (balcony) (grandmother> (cake>
Cswimsuit) Cspeech) Cwave) (flag) Csnowball)
-

A Trip to the Palace

On February 23, Hanaand her (1) went to Tokyo by train. They walked to the Imperial
2) — . Thereweremany (3)_—_______inalong line. Everyone had a small paper (4)
.Atteninthe (5) | the Emperor and his family came out onto the (6)
.People beganto (7) _—____ their flags. The Emperor gave a short (8)
. Hana could not hear every word, butshefelt (9) . On the way home,

they bought (10) ____ to celebrate.
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THE EMPEROR'S BIRTHDAY - WORKSHEET 4

9 Crossword Puzzle

Read the clues and fill in the puzzle. £~ F&5RA T, 2

OARAD— RERREEL S, Class No. Name
1 2
3 4 5
6
7 8
9 10
11
12
Across — Down |
4 To move your hand from side to side to say hello. 1 A small open area outside an upper window. (7)
(4) 2 A sweet food with candles for a birthday. (4)
7 A very large and grand home for a king or queen. 3 Things that happened long ago. (7)
() 5 The title of Japan's head of the Imperial family. (7)
10 Th ital city of J .(5
€ capital city of Japan. (5) 6 People wave a small paper one with a red circle.

11 The month of this holiday now. (8) (4)

12 The special chair of a king. Also means the royal A gold thing a king wears on his head. (5)

position. (6)

©

A short talk to a crowd of people. (6)
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9 Word Search
Find the hidden words. M { Wz BEXIR¥S (= | N

) o Class No.
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THE EMPEROR'S BIRTHDAY - WORKSHEET 6
Maze & Sentences

Class

No. Name

| Help Hana get to the palace!

Collect the letters on the right path. What is the secret word? IEL WWED X5 &3 &, UHDDSEICH 3 &,
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Secret word:

| Put the words in order. #iNEX TIELWXICL & 5,

1. The / born / was / 1960 / in / Emperor .

2. emperor / The / date / changes / a / new / with .

3. Many / Palace / people / the / visit / Imperial .

4.in / flags / the / morning / People / wave / small .

5. Birthday / Japan / in/ 2019 / had / no / Emperor's .
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THE EMPEROR'S BIRTHDAY - WORKSHEET 7
Class Activity & Writing Class No.

Name

Find Someone Who... 2 3 R THWT@®4 5 ! Ask: "Do you ...?" / "Have you ...

Find someone who ...

Name

... has a birthday in February

... has been to the Imperial Palace

... knows the birthday of the present Emperor

... can name a holiday that was an old emperor's birthday

... has seen Mount Fuji

... knows a king or queen in another country

... likes birthday cake

... can say 'His Majesty the Emperor' in English

Let's Write! ZETZWTH L o

If | explain the Emperor's Birthday to a friend, | will say ______.

My favorite way to celebrate a birthday is

If | had an official birthday, | would choose ______ because ______.
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THE EMPEROR'S BIRTHDAY - WORKSHEET 8

Trace & Color
Trace the words. Then color the picture! ¥ > T&Z

. BICREES S, Class No. Name
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