TANABATA (STAR FESTIVAL) - WORKSHEET 1
@ Wishes Under the Milky Way

Read the story. X %% b I, Class No. Name

0 Every year on July 7, Japanese children write
wishes on colorful paper strips. Then they hang
the wishes on bamboo branches. This s

Tanabata, the Star Festival.

» EFEMIS

e The festival comes from an old Chinese love

story. Orihime was a princess who made

beautiful cloth. Hikoboshi took care of cows. After
they got married, they played all day and stopped working. The king of the sky got angry
and put them on two sides of the Milky Way. Now they can meet only once a year, on the

night of July 7.

e In the sky, Orihime is the star Vega, and Hikoboshi is the star Altair. But here is a
surprising fact. The two stars are about 14.4 light-years apart. Even light needs more than
14 years to travel between them. Together with a third star, Deneb, they make a big shape

called the Summer Triangle.

o Long ago in China, women prayed to the stars on this night to become better at sewing.
In Japan, children in the Edo period wished for better handwriting. Today, people write all

kinds of wishes, like passing a test or winning a game.

e July 7 is often rainy in Japan, so the stars may hide behind clouds. That is why some
cities hold their festival in August. In Sendai, more than 2 million people come to see huge

paper decorations from August 6 to 8. Rain or shine, it is a night to look up and make a

wish.
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TANABATA (STAR FESTIVAL) - WORKSHEET 2
@ Reading Check

Choose the best answer. IEL\WH DEREIT S o

Class No. Name

1. What is the main idea of the passage?
@ How to grow bamboo
@ Why it rains in July

2. Why did the king of the sky get angry?

@ Orihime and Hikoboshi stopped working.
@ It rained every day.

3. Which star is Hikoboshi?

@ Vega
@ Altair
4. How far apart are the two stars?
@ About 7 light-years
@ About 100 light-years

5. In paragraph 4, what does "sewing" mean?
@ cooking food
(©) singing songs

6. Which is true about Tanabata in Sendai?

@ It is held in December.
@ Only 200 people come.

7. Why do some cities hold Tanabata in August?

@ Because bamboo grows only in August.

@ Because July 7 is often rainy and the stars are
hard to see.

8. In the dialogue, what does Lucas wish for?
@ To win a game
(©) To pass a test

| Trueor False? ELITNIX T. BAZXIEF ICO

Tanabata is on July 7.

Orihime is the star Altair.

The two stars are about 14.4 light-years apart.
Tanabata is a national holiday in Japan today.
The Sendai Tanabata Festival is held in August.

Tanabata started in Brazil.
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The story and customs of Tanabata

@ How to become a princess

The cows ran away.
@ Hikoboshi lost the cloth.

The Sun
@ The Moon

About 1 light-year
@ About 14.4 light-years

making clothes with a needle and thread
@ planting rice

Itis held from August 6 to 8.

@ It has no decorations.

Because schools are closed in July.
@ Because the stars move in August.

To see the Milky Way
@ To speak Japanese better
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TANABATA (STAR FESTIVAL) - WORKSHEET 3
@ Word Work

Words & phrases. #330OhA Lw 5, Class No. Name

| @ Match the pictures and the words. #¢ & BB THRIZ S,

e © @ moon }—ﬂ: o @ umbrella
[N L/
!"9 e @ star * () @ bamboo
& 2 .
hg“ () @ thread E’ () @ princess
& e @ noodl = e o
T
— noodles — cow

| (@ Unscramble the words. X%~ X THEICLL S,

1.ASTR 2HSWI
3MBOOBA 4CLHTO
5 IPGMAE 6. THGIN

@ Fill in the blanks. SB8¥H» 58A T ( ) ICAh &,

(<winter> (cloudy) (faster) (strip) (August) (wish) (bamboo> (practice) (snow) (stars)
\@ (pumpkin) Csky)

Aya's Wish
ltisJuly (1) — . Aya's class makes Tanabata decorations. Each student gets a paper (2)
. Aya thinks hard. Then she writes, " wanttoswim (3) _____ " She hangs it on
the(4) . Intheevening, Aya and her mom lookupatthe (5) _—___ ltis (6)
,and they cannotseethe (7) . Ayaiis a little sad. Mom says, "Don't worry.
In(8 ___,wecantryagain." Aya smiles and says, "l willalso (9) ____ hard!" Her
(10 feels a little closer.
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TANABATA (STAR FESTIVAL) - WORKSHEET 4

@ Crossword Puzzle

Read the clues and fill in the puzzle. £~ F&5RA T, 2

OARAD— RERREEL S, Class No. Name
1 2
3
4
5 6
7 8
9 10
11 12
Across — Down |
3 The seventh month of the year. (4) 1 The bright star of Orihime. (4)
5 A tall green plant. Pandas like to eat it. (6) 2 Orihime made this. You can make a shirt from it. (5)
7  You write this on a paper strip. (4) 4 Hikoboshi took care of this farm animal. (3)
9 The bright star of Hikoboshi. (6) 6 A black and white bird. In Chinese stories, it makes
11 A city in Tohoku with a famous festival in August. a bridge. (6)
(6) 8 A bright point in the night sky. (4)
12 The dark time between evening and morning. (5) 10 Water that falls from clouds. It often comes in

early July. (4)
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TANABATA (STAR FESTIVAL) - WORKSHEET 5

@ Word Search
Find the hidden words. M { Wz BEXIR¥S (= | N

7) o

Class

No.

Name

T ¥ ¢ B

HF @ © A
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Find these words! 14

O ALTAIR
O BAMBOO
O CLOTH
0O cow

O JuLy

00 MAGPIE
O NIGHT
O PAPER
O RAIN

O SENDAI
O sKY

O STAR
OVEGA

O WISH

(OMV PEVEGATIWUC)
UEWFGSMFNENIJRB
NI SDSFI 1 I1NGUT
CJEVYAPDCOOHSTEB
FUNARGBAMBOOH
RLDUAIJTSKYTFGA
OYAMBNPAWRAY.L
OAI NLGACI SKTT
CBUCFSPMSEKNGA
PSMLDSEGBHSUI I
FTLOLIRNOTIKTOAR
OAJTNNIGHTTETFPFTF
PRAHVBKNCOWON,
Secret Code B§S &M Z ) | LSENFILET L. Xy tL—IHBETC(3 &,
ﬂ@ﬁmmﬂ
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TANABATA (STAR FESTIVAL) - WORKSHEET 6
Maze & Sentences Class No. Name

| Help Hikoboshi cross the Milky Way to meet Orihime!

Collect the letters on the right path. What is the secret word? IEL WWED X5 &3 &, UHDDSEICH 3 &,

{5 START

® ©

®
®@

@@

e | L]

AL &
coa B

Secret word:

| Put the words in order. #iNEX TIELWXICL & 5,

1.on/1/ wrote/ strip / my / wish / paper/a.

2.year / stars / once / meet/a/ Two.

3. hang / We / the / on / wishes / bamboo .

4.is/July / often/ It/ on/ 7/ rainy.

5. festival / big / has / August / in / Sendai/ a.
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TANABATA (STAR FESTIVAL) - WORKSHEET 7
Class Activity & Writing Class No. Name

Find Someone Who... 2 3 R THWT@®4 5 ! Ask: "Do you ...?" / "Have you ...?"

Find someone who ... Name

... has written a wish on a tanzaku

.. has seen the Milky Way

.. knows the name of a star

.. has been to a Tanabata festival

.. likes somen noodles

... can find the Summer Triangle

.. has a wish about sports

... knows the English word for tanabata

Let's Write! ZETZWTH L o

My Tanabata wish is because

If | could meet someone only once a year, | would

| want to get betterat ______ ,solwill ______.
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TANABATA (STAR FESTIVAL) - WORKSHEET 8

Trace & Color
Trace the words. Then color the picture! ¥ > T&Z

. BICREES S, Class No. Name
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