@ A Splash for the New Year

Read the story. X %% b I, Class No. Name

0 In mid-April, Bangkok is at its hottest. The 4 )

average high is almost 36 degrees. Then, for
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three days, the whole city turns into a giant water

fight. People fill the streets with buckets, hoses,
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and colorful water guns. Even strangers laugh

and splash each other. This is Songkran, the
traditional Thai New Year. - J

a The name Songkran comes from an old Indian word. It means moving or passing. At this
time of year, the sun moves into a new star sign. For a long time, this was New Year's Day
in Thailand. Today, Thailand uses January 1, but Songkran is still its biggest holiday. It runs
from April 13 to 15.

e But the water fights are only one part of the story. In the old days, people poured water
very gently. Young people poured sweet-smelling water over the hands of their parents
and grandparents. Then the elders gave them a blessing for the new year. Families also

visit temples and wash Buddha statues with flower water.

o There is also a strange old story behind the festival. A god lost a riddle contest to a
clever boy, and he lost his head! The head was very dangerous. If it touched the ground, the

world would catch fire. So his seven daughters take turns and carry it every year.

e Thailand is not the only country with a water festival. Myanmar, Laos, and Cambodia
also welcome the new year in mid-April. In Japan, people pour sweet tea over a small
Buddha statue on April 8. In many places, water means a fresh start. So if you get wet in

Bangkok, just smile. Someone is wishing you good luck for the new year!
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SONGKRAN - WORKSHEET 2
@ Reading Check

Choose the best answer. IEL\ 6 D %EIT S, Class No. Name

1. What is the reading mainly about?

@ The hot weather in Japan How to make a water gun
@ Songkran, the Thai New Year festival @ A famous temple in Bangkok
2. When is Songkran?
@ From April 13 to 15 OnJanuary 1
@ On April 8 @ From May 1 to 3
3. What does the word Songkran mean?
@ Cold water Moving or passing
@ Happy new year @ A large bucket
4. In the old days, what did young people do?
@ They had water fights with strangers. They built water guns at home.
@ They carried the god's head. @ They poured water over their elders' hands.

5. In paragraph 3, the word "gently" is closest in meaning to ...

@ quickly and loudly softly and carefully
@ angrily and strongly @ late and slowly
6. Which sentence is true about the reading?
@ Only Thailand has a water festival in April. Thailand's official New Year is still in April.
@ Families visit temples during Songkran. @ The god won the riddle contest.

7. Why are people not angry when strangers splash them?

@ The water means good wishes for the new The water is always very warm.
year.
@ They cannot see the strangers. @ The police tell them to smile.

8. In the dialogue, what did Ploy do in the morning?

@ She bought a water gun at the market. She poured flower water over her
grandmother's hands.
@ She splashed water on the monks. @ She drank sweet tea with Haruto.

| Trueor False? ELITNIX T. BAZIEF ICO

Songkran is the traditional Thai New Year.

Songkran is in December.

Young people pour water over the hands of their elders.
It is good manners to splash water on monks.

Myanmar and Laos also have water festivals in April.
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Thailand still uses Songkran as its official New Year's Day.
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SONGKRAN - WORKSHEET 3
@ Word Work

Words & phrases. #330OhA Lw 5, Class No. Name

| @ Match the pictures and the words. #¢ & BB THRIZ S,

Og [ @ bucket x [ @ splash

,ﬁ ([ ) @ mango iii o @® sun

{N () @ flower [ @ water gun
2 © @ grandmother f”:} ® @ temple

| (@ Unscramble the words. X%~ X THEICLL S,

1.WRETA 22PAHLSS
3.3TPMELE 4BUCETK
5.NLSSGEBI 6.,EERDL

@ Fill in the blanks. SB8¥H» 58A T ( ) ICAh &,

FCtempleD (coat) (Songkran) (wet) (Year) (gun) (snow) (stranger) (hands) (winter)
\Cwater) (hot) (blessing)

Mali's Songkran

ltwasthefirstdayof (1) . Thesunwasvery(2)_____. Mali woke up early and
wenttothe (3) _—___ with her family. She poured flower (4) _______ over a Buddha
statue. Then she poured water over her grandfather's (5) _____ . He smiled and gave her a
6) —_ . Inthe afternoon, Mali took hernew water (7) _____ to the street. A (8)

splashed her from the back of a truck.Maliwas (9) ____ from head to toe, but
she laughed. "Happy New (10) ____ !" she shouted.
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SONGKRAN - WORKSHEET 4

@ Crossword Puzzle

Read the clues and fill in the puzzle. £~ F&5RA T, 2
OARAD— RERREEL S, Class No. Name

11

12

Across — Down |
2 A figure of a person made of stone or metal. (6) You carry water in this. It has a handle. (6)
3  You drink it. People throw it during the festival. (5) The fourth month of the year. (5)
9 A building where Buddhists pray. (6) The opposite of dry. (3)

11 A country in Southeast Asia. Its capital is Bangkok.
(8)

To throw water on someone. (6)

An older person in your family or town. (5)

0 N O O &b =

12 Akind wish from an older person or a monk. (8) People build small towers with this at the temple.
(4)

10 A Buddhist man who lives at a temple. Don't
throw water at him. (4)
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SONGKRAN - WORKSHEET 5

@ Word Search
Find the hidden words. M { Wz BEXIR¥S (= | N

;-) R Class No. Name

(EWMON K YHOSE.L T\ Find these words! 13
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Maze & Sentences

Class

No.

Name

| Help Ploy get to the temple!

Collect the letters on the right path. What is the secret word? IEL WWED X5 &3 &, UHDDSEICH 3 &,

| Put the words in order. #iNEX TIELWXICL & 5,
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Secret word:

GOAL

LI

1. Songkran / Year / Thai / New / is / the .

2. street / splash / on / People / the / water .

3. grandmother's / She / hands / her / poured / over / water .

4. on / water / monks / do / not / Please / splash .

5. festival / The / from /13 /15 / April /is / to .
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SONGKRAN - WORKSHEET 7
Class Activity & Writing Class No. Name

Find Someone Who... 2 3 R THWT@®4 5 ! Ask: "Do you ...?" / "Have you ...?"

Find someone who ... Name

... has been to Thailand

.. likes Thai food

.. has played with a water gun

.. knows how to say hello in Thai

... can name three countries in Southeast Asia

.. has poured sweet tea on a Buddha statue

.. likes hot weather

... can say Happy New Year in two languages

Let's Write! ZETZWTH L o

If | went to Songkran, | would because

In my family, we show respect to our elders by

For me, a fresh start means ______.
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SONGKRAN - WORKSHEET 8

Trace & Color
Trace the words. Then color the picture! ¥ > T&Z

. BICREES S, Class No. Name
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