SETSUBUN - WORKSHEET 1
Demons Out, Luck In!

Read the story. X %% b I, Class No. Name

0 On a cold night in early February, Japanese
families open the front door and throw beans into

the dark. They shout, 'Oni wa soto! Fuku wa uchi!'

» EFEMIS

It means 'Demons out! Luck in!" This is Setsubun.
Then they quickly close the door, so the demons

cannot come back in.

a Setsubun means the line between two
seasons. Long ago, there were four Setsubun days each year, one before each season.
Today, people only celebrate the day before the first day of spring. It is usually February 3,
but not always. In 2021 and 2025, it was on February 2.

e The custom began at the palace more than 1,000 years ago. People held a ceremony to
chase away demons that brought sickness. A man in a scary mask with four eyes chased
the demons. He also carried a spear and a big shield. But later, people began to see this

man as a demon himself!

o Today, people throw roasted soybeans. After that, each person eats one bean for each
year of their age. Some people eat one more for good luck. So a grandmother who is 80 has
a lot of beans to eat! In snowy places like Hokkaido, many families throw peanuts, because

they are easy to find in the snow.

e Many people also eat ehomaki, a thick sushi roll. They face the lucky direction of the
year and eat the whole roll without talking. People say this custom came from Osaka. In
1989, a convenience store in Hiroshima gave it the name ehomaki, and by the 2000s the

whole country was eating it.
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SETSUBUN - WORKSHEET 2

Reading Check

Choose the best answer. IEL\ 6 D %EIT S, Class No. Name

1. What is the main idea of the reading?

@ Setsubun is a summer festival in Osaka. Setsubun is a day to chase away bad luck
before spring.

@ Setsubun is a day to give gifts to teachers. @ Setsubun is a holiday when schools close.

2. How many Setsubun days were there each year long ago?

@ One Two
@ Three @ Four

3. What did the man in the four-eyed mask do at first?

(&) He chased the demons. He sold beans.
@ He made sushi. @ He brought sickness.
4. How many beans should a 13-year-old eat?
@ 3 beans 8 beans
(© 13 or 14 beans (®) 80 beans
5. In paragraph 3, 'chase away' means:
@ to make something go away to invite someone to a party
@ to cook something quickly @ to buy something cheaply

6. Which is true according to the reading?
@ Setsubun is always on February 3. Families in Hokkaido never throw anything.
@ People eat ehomaki without talking. @ Ehomaki came from Hokkaido.

7. Why do you think families in snowy places throw peanuts?

@ Because peanuts are bigger and easy to pick up Because demons love peanuts
from the snow

@ Because soybeans do not grow in Japan @ Because peanuts are the lucky direction

8. In the dialogue, how many beans will Mia eat?
@ 8 13
(© 80 ©) 16

| Trueor False? ELITNIX T. BAZIEF ICO

Setsubun is the day before the first day of spring.
Setsubun is always on February 3.

People say 'Demons out! Luck in!'

People eat ehomaki while talking a lot.

Some families throw peanuts instead of soybeans.
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Setsubun is a national holiday in Japan.
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‘ SETSUBUN - WORKSHEET 3
Word Work
No.

Words & phrases. $ZDhALw . Class Name
| (D Match the pictures and the words. #& & BE% R THEIT 5.
@ ® ® fish ‘,‘ L @ peanuts
5—. ® @ compass ;’,& ) @ beans
50 () @ demon “ (] @ spring flower
g; () @ door E ® @ sushi

| (@ Unscramble the words. X%~ X THEICLL S,

1.LEMODN 2SESONA
3.3.RAEOSTD 4 TOUCSM
5.NEITDICOR 6.YAEBOSN

@ Fill in the blanks. SB8¥H» 58A T ( ) ICAh &,

(<beans> (mask) (candy cane> (swimsuit) (quietly) (lucky) (door) (sister) (summer)
\Cyear) Cdirection) (dinner) (outside)

Dad Is the Demon!

It was February 3. After (1) _—_  Dadputonareddemon(2) . "Grrr!" he said.
Rikuand his little (3) —_ wereready. Theyopenedthe (4) ______ and threw (5)

at Dad. "Oni wa soto! Fuku wa uchi!"Dadran (6) _____, and they quickly
closed the door. Then they each ate beans, oneforeach (7) _____ of their age. Riku ate nine.
Mom made ehomaki. Everyone facedthelucky (8) _____ andate(9)___ . Riku
wanted to talk, buthe did not. Itwasa (10) —________ night.
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SETSUBUN - WORKSHEET 4

Crossword Puzzle

Read the clues and fill in the puzzle. £~ F&5RA T, 2

OR9— FERMEL L, Class No. Name
1 2
3
4 5 6
7 8
9 10
11
12
Across — Down |
4 The month of this event. (8) 1 A smallfish. Its head is put on a holly branch. (7)
7 People throw these small seeds at oni. (5) 2 Nuts in a shell. People in Hokkaido throw them. (7)
9 Japanese food with rice and fish. Ehomaki is a big 3  Spring, summer, fall, or winter. (6)
roll of it. (5) 5 A scary monster with horns. In Japan, it is oni. (5)
11 Good things that happen by chance. (4) 6 You wear this over your face. Dad wears a scary
12 The season after winter. (6) one. (4)

8 The opposite of north. (5)

10 A hard pointed thing on the head of a cow or an
oni. (4)
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SETSUBUN - WORKSHEET 5

Word Search

Find the hidden words. M { Wz BEXIR¥S (= | N

2) Class No. Name
4 \ Fi
E J MKOU RUOTLTLMEJ L Find these words! 14
WLTF FCHWPHNAW U/| UBEANS
[0 DEMON
YNJLGOVS I UGS SSTC
0 FEBRUARY
HSHGMBNDDSDS K| gHorn
F EBRUARYTEATH U| Ouwck
Y C I PEATFNMSHK C| Omask
A HI BSLOIRGOHO R N| HPEANUTS
O ROLL
S HUTHUROWNVRVS
[J SARDINE
EY N1 YMDAJ I DHB| Season
A PEANUTSHWIJ I R| gsoutw
S HGMGWUFSBHUDUDA O SPRING
Ol J YSOUTHT CODT u| UOSusH
\NTOYDSYSPRINGJDTHRQW
Secret Code BES %82 5 | RSENFICET L. Xv—IHAETL 3 &,
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@ SETSUBUN - WORKSHEET 6
Maze & Sentences

Class No. Name

| Help the beans hit the demon!

Collect the letters on the right path. What is the secret word? IEL WWED X5 &3 &, UHDDSEICH 3 &,

d
,‘ START
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© |

®

Secret word:

| Put the words in order. #iNEX TIELWXICL & 5,

1. the / beans / out / throw / We / door .

2. the / spring / is / before / Setsubun / day .

3. for / each / bean / one / Eat / year.

4. My / a/dad / mask / wears / demon / scary .

5. talking / ehomaki / eat / without / We .
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- SETSUBUN - WORKSHEET 7
Class Activity & Writing Class

No.

Name

Find Someone Who... 2 3 R THWT@®4 5 ! Ask: "Do you ...?" / "Have you ...?"

Find someone who ...

Name

... has thrown beans at a demon

.. has worn a demon mask

.. likes ehomaki

.. knows this year's lucky direction

.. has thrown peanuts on Setsubun

... can eat ehomaki without talking

.. knows the date of Setsubun this year

... can say 'Oni wa soto' in English

Let's Write! ZETZWTH L o

This year, | want to chase away because ______ .

| want to invite

If | explain Setsubun to a friend, | will say
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SETSUBUN - WORKSHEET 8

; Trace & Color

Trace the words. Then color the picture! %€ > TZ&CZ

Jo BICBRBER2 5, Class No. Name
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