YEAR-END CLEANING & CUSTOMS - WORKSHEET

@ Sweeping Out the Old Year

Read the story. X %% b 5o Class No. Name

0 At the end of December, homes, schools, and offices
across Japan get a big cleaning. This is called oosouiji,

which means big cleaning. People wash windows, wipe

w BFEMIS

floors, and throw away things they do not need. The

goal is to start the new year in a clean place. Students A

clean their classrooms, too, before the winter break

begins.

Q This custom is very old. Long ago, houses had open fires, so the ceilings turned black
with soot. Before New Year, people swept the soot away to welcome the New Year god.
This was called susuharai, or soot sweeping. It was done on December 13, the day to start

getting ready for New Year.

e In the Edo period, shops in old Tokyo had a funny custom. After the cleaning, workers
threw people up into the air to celebrate. Then everyone ate a hot soup with whale meat.
Some people found old pictures and news sheets inside paper sliding doors, and they

stopped cleaning to read them!

o The end of the year is busy in other ways, too. Government offices finish work around
December 28 and open again in January. People also write New Year cards, called nengajo.
If you mail them by about December 25, they arrive on the morning of January 1. After all

this work, people say goodbye with a special phrase, Yoi otoshi o, or have a good New Year.

| Words $35%
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@ Reading Check

Choose the best answer. IEL W\ D% EIF S,

Class No. Name

1. What is the main idea of the passage?

@ Japanese people clean only in spring.

@ Whale soup is the most popular food in Japan.

2. Why did ceilings in old houses turn black?
@ Because people painted them.

@ Because of rain.

3. When was susuharai done in the past?

@ On December 31.
@ On December 25.

Year-end cleaning in Japan started as a way to
get ready for the New Year god.

@ Japanese offices are open on January 1.

Because of soot from open fires.

@ Because of old news sheets.

On January 1.
@ On December 13.

4. In paragraph 3, what does "threw people up into the air" show?

@ The workers were very happy after the
cleaning.
(©) The shop was too small.

The workers were angry with each other.

@ The cleaning was dangerous.

5. In the dialogue, when do people in England usually do a big cleaning?

(® In winter.
(© In spring.

| Trueor False? ELITNIX T. BAZIEF ICO

Oosodiji is a big cleaning at the end of the year.

In the past, susuharai was done on December 31.

In the Edo period, people ate whale soup after the cleaning.

Government offices in Japan are open on January 2.
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@ Word Work

Words & phrases. 8330Oh A Lw j, Class No. Name

| (@ Match the pictures and the words. #¢ & BB R THIZS

J o @® window ﬁ ] @ bucket
o @ broom ﬂ [ ] @ trash
K’L} i () @ mailbox ‘0,:) () @ whale

@ Fill in the blanks. SE8¥H» 5 8A T ( ) ICAN & I,

(Ccome> Ckitchen) <photo> (papers) (windows) Cclean) Csummer) Cpizza) (house)

-

Cleaning Day
It is December 28. Kaito and his family clean the whole (1) _____ . His father washes the (2)

. His mothercleansthe (3) ______ Kaitothrowsawayold(4) _—_____ from
his desk. He findsafunny (5) _____ from first grade and laughs. In the evening, everything is

(6) . His grandmother says, "Now the New Yeargodcan(7) —____I"
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y

Crossword Puzzle

Read the clues and fill in the puzzle. £~ b %A T, 2

ORI9—FERHREEEL S, Class No. Name
1
2
3
4

5 6

7
Across — Down |
2 You can see outside through this glass. (6) 1 A tool with a long handle for sweeping the floor.
4 The top of a room, above your head. (7) (5)
5 A small piece of paper you send to say hello. (4) 2 A very big sea animal. (5)
7 Black powder from fires. (4) 3 Notdirty. (5)

Small dry dirt on shelves and floors. (4)
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5
Word Search
Find the hidden words. »» { W/ BEEIRES5 (= | N
) % Class No. Name
(C LEANGBUPWSTETCS SN Find these words! 10
ERBROOMI TOTP | D| DBRrROOM
O CARD
O S K CvDOWPTCTT CVH
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G ODVF UWOE E R NMH S [0 DUST
D F S KVDVWEAYU&PDO O FLOOR
J UGYV EBOGGSOI O O sooT
CCSHPDAI AHWA T| [DSWEP
O TRASH
R AATNWPOY S F CUZPF
0 WINDOW
WRV I EOMODT CTCTO O WIPE
N DWEMFUL OOWRUDTN
DHWWDTGHUOTCRME
B S ERNWRL I VDI KO
\R H J VP NNIRFGDUJ )
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6

Maze & Sentences Class No. Name

| Help Kaito take the trash to the trash can!

Collect the letters on the right path. What is the secret word? IEL \WED X5 &3 &, UHDODSEICH S &,

| ®
W

& START

®

Secret word:
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7
Class Activity & Writing Class No.

Name

| Let's Write! EETBWTH & J .

Before New Year, | want to clean ______ because .

In my New Year card, | will write, " M
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Trace the words. Then color the picture! ¥ > T&Z
Y. BICRERS S, Class No. Name

@ Trace & Color

44 4]
e —
4 N\
Draw your Year-End Cleaning & Customs! KiBbR E ERDITE (LB - FEIK) D&
Yo
§ J
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