HATSUMODE & NEW YEAR CUSTOMS -
WORKSHEET 1

Trains, Brushes, and Little

Envelopes

Read the story. X% H b I, Class No. Name
0 In the first days of January, millions of people in 4 h
Japan visit shrines and temples. This first visit of the
year is called hatsumode. People throw coins into a
box, bow, and make a wish for the new year. Many also LR
buy a paper fortune called omikuiji.

\_ J

a Hatsumode feels like a very old tradition, but its

modern form is not so old. Long ago, people visited their local shrine or a shrine in the lucky
direction of the year. Then trains came. In the late 1800s, railway companies told people to
ride their trains to famous shrines and temples at New Year. The word hatsumode spread

with these ads.

e On January 2, many children do kakizome, the first writing of the year. They use a brush
and black ink to write words like hope or dream on long paper. In mid-January, people burn
these papers at a winter fire festival. If the fire goes up high, they say your writing will get

better.

o And of course, children wait for otoshidama, New Year money from adults. The money
goes in small, cute envelopes called pochi-bukuro. Pochi is an old word from western Japan
for a small tip. So the name means something like just a little something for you. Adults
also try not to give amounts with 4 or 9, because these numbers can sound like death and

pain in Japanese.
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HATSUMODE & NEW YEAR CUSTOMS -

WORKSHEET 2
@ Reading Check

Choose the best answer. IEL W\ D% EIF S,

Class No. Name

1. What is the main idea of the passage?

@ Japanese people do not go out at New Year.
@ Japan has several New Year customs, like

hatsumode, kakizome, and otoshidama.

2. What helped the word hatsumode spread?
@ Ads by railway companies.
(© A popular song.

3. When do many children do kakizome?

@ On December 31.
@ On January 1.

Hatsumode started in Germany.

@ Children write letters to Santa in January.

A law made by the government.

@ Television news.

On January 2.
@ On February 3.

4. Why do adults avoid giving amounts with 4 or 9?

@ Because the envelopes are too small.

@ Because banks do not have those bills.

Because children do not like odd numbers.

@ Because the numbers can sound like death and

pain.

5. In the dialogue, what does Takumi suggest for tomorrow?

(&) Visit another shrine.
(© Try kakizome together.

| Trueor False? ELITNIX T. BAZIEF ICO

Hatsumode is the first visit to a shrine or temple in the new year.

People must go to a shrine, not a temple, for hatsumode.

People burn kakizome papers in a fire festival.

Adults like to give 4,000 yen as otoshidama.
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HATSUMODE & NEW YEAR CUSTOMS -

WORKSHEET 3
Q Word Work

Words & phrases. 8330Oh A Lw j, Class No. Name

| (@ Match the pictures and the words. #¢ & BB R THIZS

[ @ envelope L/ ] @ train
i) i jQ i
iy @ @ shrine seff @ @ coin
6 o @ brush [ @ fire

@ Fill in the blanks. SE8¥H» 5 8A T ( ) ICAN & I,

FCbeach> (wish) (line) (coin) (shrine) (brush) Cpizza) (money> (envelope) <summer>

-

Yuna's New Year

OnlJanuary 1,Yunagoestoa (l) _—_ with her family. They wait in a long (2)

Yunathrowsa (3)_—___ intotheboxand makesa (4 Then she buys an (5)
. It says great luck! On January 2, she writes the word dream with a (6)

Her grandfather givesherasmall(7) . ThereisNewYear(8)_____ inside!
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HATSUMODE & NEW YEAR CUSTOMS -
WORKSHEET 4

Crossword Puzzle

Read the clues and fill in the puzzle. £~ b %A T, 2

ORI9—FERHREEEL S, Class No. Name
1
2
3 4
5
6 7
8

Across — Down |
3 A holy place in Japan with a torii gate. (6) 1 You use this to write kanji with ink. (5)

6 A paper at a shrine tells you this about your year. A Buddhist building where people pray. (6)

8 Something you hope will happen. (4)

2

(7) 4 Black liquid for writing. (3)
5 Money made of metal. (4)
7

Many people ride this to famous shrines. (5)
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HATSUMODE & NEW YEAR CUSTOMS -
WORKSHEET 5
@ Word Search

Find the hidden words. S { hi=BE%R¥¢5 (— |

) % Class No. Name
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HATSUMODE & NEW YEAR CUSTOMS -
WORKSHEET 6

Maze & Sentences Class No. Name

| Help Yuna get to the shrine!

Collect the letters on the right path. What is the secret word? IEL \WED X5 &3 &, UHDODSEICH S &,
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Secret word:
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HATSUMODE & NEW YEAR CUSTOMS -
WORKSHEET 7

Class Activity & Writing Class No.  Name

| Let's Write! EETBWTH & J .

At hatsumode this year, | will wish for ______ because .

For my kakizome, | want to write the word ______ because
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HATSUMODE & NEW YEAR CUSTOMS -
WORKSHEET 8

Trace & Color
Trace the words. Then color the picture! 8 ¥ > T&CZ
J. BICREZRS S, Class No. Name

\

=

Draw your Hatsumode & New Year Customs! #)56 t ZEH® - BEEDKREWBZ 5o
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