HOW JAPAN'S SUBSTITUTE HOLIDAYS WORK -

WORKSHEET 1
@ Where Does the Holiday Go?

Read the story. X %% b 5o Class No. Name

0 Japan has 16 national holidays. But what happens

when a holiday falls on a Sunday? Sunday is already a m
day off, so people lose a holiday. To stop this, Japan

EEB
made a new rule in 1973. If a holiday is on a Sunday, EER
the next day that is not a holiday becomes a day off. In L _ )

English, this day is called a substitute holiday.

e The first one came on April 30, 1973. That year, the Emperor's Birthday was on Sunday,
April 29. So Monday became a holiday. At first, the substitute holiday was always the next

day, a Monday. Many families got a long weekend.

e Golden Week made the rule tricky. Since 2007, May 3, 4, and 5 have all been holidays.
So if May 4 is a Sunday, Monday is already Children's Day. Now the day off moves to the
first day that is not a holiday. In 2025, it was Tuesday, May 6. In 2026, it was even a
Wednesday.

° There is one more rule. A day between two holidays also becomes a day off. Some
people call it an Othello holiday, like the board game. In Othello, a piece between two
others changes color. On Tuesday, September 22, 2026, this rule gave people a day off.
With the weekend, many people enjoyed five days off in a row. Before you plan a trip, check

the calendar carefully!

! Words $35%

i national holiday @R D B rule JREH between ~®Df§IC
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HOW JAPAN'S SUBSTITUTE HOLIDAYS WORK -

WORKSHEET 2

Reading Check

Choose the best answer. IEL W\ D% EIF S,

&

Class No. Name

1. What is the main idea of this story?
@ How to plan a trip for Golden Week
@ Why Japan has 16 holidays

How Japan's rules for substitute holidays work
@ How to play Othello

2. When was the first substitute holiday in Japan?

@ May 6, 2025
@ September 22, 2026

April 29, 1973
@ April 30, 1973

3. Why was the substitute holiday in 2025 on a Tuesday?

@ Because Monday was already a holiday
@ Because the law changed in 2025

Because Tuesday is always a holiday
@ Because it rained on Monday

4. In paragraph 3, "tricky" is closest in meaning to:

@ easy
@ funny

difficult
@ short

5. In the dialogue, what is the day off called in the U.K.?

(&) An Othello day
@ A substitute day

| Trueor False? IELIFTHIX T. BHAZIEFICO

Substitute holidays started in Japan in 1973.
A substitute holiday is always on a Monday.
A day between two holidays can become a day off.

In Japan, a Saturday holiday moves to Monday.
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HOW JAPAN'S SUBSTITUTE HOLIDAYS WORK -
WORKSHEET 3
Word Work

Words & phrases. 8330Oh A Lw j, Class No. Name

| (@ Match the pictures and the words. #¢ & BB R THIZS

&h Vg 11.

i e @ suitcase -~ @ @ calendar

@ [ @ school JF [ @ national flag
@ [ ] @® sleep \“)\L o @ soccer

@ Fill in the blanks. SE8¥H» 5 8A T ( ) ICAN & I,

(Chappy> (holiday) Cwinter) <soccer> <substitute> Ccalendar) (tomorrow) ( pencil)
-

A Surprise Day Off

On Sunday night, Taro looks atthe (1) . "Ohno,lhaveatest(2)_—_____ "he
says. His sister laughs. "No, you don't! Tomorrowisa (3) . The holiday was on (4)

,soMondayisa(5)___ holiday." Taroisvery (6) ______ . He decides to
studyandplay(7) _—__ on Monday.
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HOW JAPAN'S SUBSTITUTE HOLIDAYS WORK -
WORKSHEET 4
@ Crossword Puzzle

Read the clues and fill in the puzzle. £~ b %A T, 2

ORI — FERREEHEELS, Class No. Name
1
2
3 a

5 6

7

8
Across — Down |
2 A special day when school is closed. (7) 1 The first day of the school week. (6)

5 It shows all the days and months of the year. (8) The fifth month of the year. (3)

3
7 Something you must follow, like no running in the 4 Saturday and Sunday together. (7)
hall. (4) 6 To relax and not work. (4)

8 The day before Monday. (6)
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WORKSHEET 5

@ Word Search

Find the hidden words. S { hi=BE%R¥¢5 (— |
;) o Class No. Name

~
J

Find these words! 10
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@ WORKSHEET 6

Maze & Sentences Class No. Name

| Help the boy get to his day off!

Collect the letters on the right path. What is the secret word? IEL \WED X5 &3 &, UHDODSEICH S &,

| ©
©

& START

Q)

-
©

|®
©
©
®

©f ®
© ® ®

GOAL

Secret word:
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WORKSHEET 7

Class Activity & Writing Class No.  Name

| Let's Write! EETBWTH & J .

On my next day off, | wantto ______ because

If | could make a new holiday, it would be on
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HOW JAPAN'S SUBSTITUTE HOLIDAYS WORK -
WORKSHEET 8
@ Trace & Color
Trace the words. Then color the picture! ¥ > T&Z
5, BlcexEAr5, Class No. Name

il

&

-

®

4 N\
Draw your How Japan's Substitute Holidays Work! #REA0 Et BRDABD L ( »DIEEWZ 5.
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