CINCO DE MAYO - WORKSHEET 1

The Day a Small Army Won

Read the story. X %% b I, Class No. Name

0 Many people in the United States think May 5

is Mexico's birthday. But that is not true. Mexico's

Independence Day is September 16. Cinco de

Mayo means May 5 in Spanish, and it remembers

a famous battle.

e In 1861, Mexico did not have enough money

to pay its debts. So France sent a strong army to
take control of the country. About 6,000 French soldiers marched toward the city of Puebla.
They were sure they would win in one day. But a smaller Mexican army was waiting on two

hills above the city. Its leader, General Ignacio Zaragoza, was only 33 years old.

e The fight started around noon on May 5. Again and again, the French ran up the hills,
and again and again, they fell back. By evening, they gave up and walked away. Zaragoza
sent a short message to the president: Our army is covered in glory. But the war was not

over. One year later, a much bigger French army came back and took Mexico City.

o So why is Cinco de Mayo so big in the United States? The news of the battle reached
California about three weeks later. Mexican people there were very happy, and they started
to hold parties every year. In the 1960s and 1970s, young Mexican Americans used the day

to show pride in their culture. Later, in the 1980s, beer companies made big ads for it.

e Today, cities like Los Angeles and Chicago have parades with mariachi bands and bright
dresses. People eat tacos and guacamole. In Puebla, thousands of students and soldiers
march through the streets. And in Japan, May 5 is also Children's Day, so you can celebrate

two holidays at once.
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CINCO DE MAYO - WORKSHEET 2

Reading Check

Choose the best answer. IEL\ 6 D %EIT S, Class No. Name

1. What is the main idea of the reading?

@ Cinco de Mayo is Mexico's Independence Day. Cinco de Mayo remembers a battle and grew big
in the U.S.

@ Cinco de Mayo is a day to eat food from France. @ Cinco de Mayo started in Japan as Children's Day.

2. When is Mexico's Independence Day?

@ May 5 July 4

@ September 16 @ December 12

3. Why did France send an army to Mexico?
@ Mexico asked France for help. Mexico could not pay its debts.
@ France wanted to buy Mexican beer. @ Mexico attacked France first.

4. What happened one year after the battle?
@ Mexico won the war. General Zaragoza became president.
@ The first party started in California. @ A bigger French army took Mexico City.

5. In paragraph 3, what does fell back mean?

@ went back fell asleep

(©) fellin love (®) won easily

6. Which sentence is true about the reading?
@ The French army was smaller than the Mexican The fight started early in the morning.

army.
@ General Zaragoza was 33 years old. @ The news reached California the next day.

7. Why do many Mexican Americans feel proud on Cinco de Mayo?
@ Because a small army beat a strong army that Because Mexico won the whole war that day.
day.

@ Because beer companies told them to feel proud. @ Because it is the birthday of the U.S.

8. In the dialogue, what will Sota eat today?

@ rice cakes mole sauce

@ French bread @ tacos

| True or False? IELITHIE T. BHAZIXFICO

Cinco de Mayo means May 5 in Spanish.

Cinco de Mayo is Mexico's Independence Day.

The French army was bigger than the Mexican army at Puebla.
After the battle, the French army never came back to Mexico.

Mexican people in California celebrated the victory in the 1860s.
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In most of Mexico, all adults have the day off on May 5.

© ROE:E | HRDITE - MO F £ | haradaeigo.com/holiday/ Cinco de Mayo * 2



CINCO DE MAYO - WORKSHEET 3

Word Work

Words & phrases. #330OhA Lw 5, Class No. Name

| @ Match the pictures and the words. #¢ & BB THRIZ S,

(‘\ o @ taco @ o @ corn

o
S e @ trumpet & o @ horse
% o @ avocado 75;;, o @ dancer

a o @ drum ‘ o @ guitar

| (@ Unscramble the words. X%~ X THEICLL S,

1LLTEABT 2AYRM
3.PAEARD 4 NIHASPS
5ROVYTIC 6.DEPRI

@ Fill in the blanks. SB8¥H» 58A T ( ) ICAh &,

(<proud> (sad) (march) (mole) (dress) (Puebla) (flag) (snow} (parade> (battle) @
\CTokyo) (army)

Lucia's Big Day in Puebla

Lucialivesin (1), acityin Mexico. EveryyearonMay (2) | her school joins
abig(3)— _Thisyear, Luciawill(4) —_____ with her friends. She wears a white (5)
and holdsasmall (6) . Her grandpa tells her the story of the (7)
in1862. Asmall(8)____ won against a strong one. After the parade, the

family eats chickenwithdark (9) ____ sauce. Luciafeels (10) _____ of her city.
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CINCO DE MAYO - WORKSHEET 4

Crossword Puzzle

Read the clues and fill in the puzzle. £~ F&5RA T, 2

OARAD— RERREEL S, Class No. Name
1 2
3 4
5 6 |7 8
9
10
11 12
Across — Down |
1 People walk, play music, and dance down the 2 Alarge group of soldiers. (4)
street in this. (6) 3  The Mexican city where the battle happened in

6 The fifth month of the year. (3) 1862. (6)

9 A happy feeling about who you are and where you Zaragoza was this. He led the soldiers. (7)

come from. (5) This European country sent an army to Mexico. (6)

10 A fight between two armies. (6) A green fruit. People make guacamole with it. (7)

0 N O b

11 Mexican food. Meat and vegetables in a corn
tortilla. (4)

The main language of Mexico. (7)

12 A Mexican band with trumpets, violins, and
guitars. (8)
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Word Search
Find the hidden words. » { N1=BE%R¥5 (— | ™
) 6 Class No. Name
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CINCO DE MAYO - WORKSHEET 6

Maze & Sentences

No.

| Help Lucia get to the parade!

Collect the letters on the right path. What is the secret word? IEL WWED X5 &3 &, UHDDSEICH 3 &,

£2  START
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Secret word:

GOAL

&

| Put the words in order. #iNEX TIELWXICL & 5,

1. de / Spanish / Mayo / means / May / Cinco/ 5/ in.

2. army / small/ big / battle/a/won / A.

3.in/ Independence / September / Day / Mexico's / is .

4. Angeles / in / the / Los / dance / in / street / People .

5.tacos / eat/on/5/May/and / We / guacamole .
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CINCO DE MAYO - WORKSHEET 7

Class Activity & Writing Class No. Name

Find Someone Who... 2 3 R THWT@®4 5 ! Ask: "Do you ...?" / "Have you ...?"

Find someone who ... Name

... has eaten tacos

... likes avocados

... €can say a word in Spanish

... knows the colors of the Mexican flag

... has been to a parade

... can play the guitar or trumpet

... likes spicy food

... knows another holiday on May 5

Let's Write! ZETZWTH L o

Cinco de Mayo is not

If | go to a Cinco de Mayo festival, | want to because

On May 5inJapan,we ______. In Mexico, people ______.
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CINCO DE MAYO - WORKSHEET 8

Trace & Color

Trace the words. Then color the picture! ¥ > T&Z
. BICREES S, Class No. Name

5

(7,
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