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[1] When Maria Lopez returned a stack of overdue
picture books to her local library last spring, she
prepared herself for a fine. Instead, the librarian simply
thanked her. The city had abolished late fees the month
before, and Ms. Lopez, who had stopped visiting
because she owed more than $40, began bringing her
children back every week. [2] Her story is far from
unusual. Over the past decade, hundreds of libraries in
North America have scrapped overdue fines, a
movement spearheaded(7) by librarians who saw fines
as a barrier rather than a tool. Fines, they argue, raise
little money while driving away the very people libraries
are meant to serve. ( 1), when fines were removed in
several cities, officials reported that many borrowers
who had stayed away for years came back, often
returning long-overdue books. [3] Not everyone
welcomed the change. Some critics decried() it as
rewarding irresponsible behavior, warning that without
penalties, popular titles would disappear from the
shelves. So far, however, such fears appear to have
been exaggerated. Most libraries that ended fines
report that books are returned at roughly the same rate
as before, and some have found that the cost of
collecting small fines was close to the amount the fines
brought in. [4] Whether the policy succeeds may
ultimately ( 2 ) on what libraries are for. If they are
businesses that rent out books, fines make sense. If
they are public spaces meant to give everyone access
to knowledge, then a policy that keeps people away,
however small the sums involved, may cost far more
than it earns.

Choose the best word or phrase for ( 1).
a However bIndeed cInstead d Otherwise

Choose the best word for ( 2 ).
areflect bdwell cinsist dhinge

Which of the following is closest in meaning to (7)
spearheaded?

astarted and led b quietly abandoned ¢ carefully studied

d strongly resisted

Which of the following is closest in meaning to ()
decried?

a criticized publicly b praised publicly < questioned privately
d explained publicly
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5 Which of the following best expresses the main
idea of the passage?
a Libraries should raise fines to protect their most popular
books.
b Maria Lopez returned to her library after the city canceled her
fine.

< Ending library fines seems to bring people back without the
losses critics feared.
d Library fines are an essential source of income for most cities.

6 Which TWO of the following agree with the
passage? @ Ms. Lopez had stopped going to the
library because of money she owed. @ Most
libraries that ended fines found that books came
back much later than before. @ Some libraries
found that collecting fines cost almost as much as
the fines raised. @ The writer argues that libraries
should be run like businesses. ® Critics argued that
the fines were too low to change people’s behavior.
2@® LOG Br® 40O

® I RDEXZHH RAICEZL

[1] Ten years ago, buying secondhand clothes carried a
certain stigma. Today, resale apps let millions of people
buy and sell used jackets and sneakers with a few taps,
and the resale market is growing faster than the
clothing industry as a whole. [2] Supporters say the
trend could help curtail(7?) the environmental damage
caused by fashion, since every garment that is worn
longer means one fewer garment that has to be made. (
1), some researchers are skeptical. They note that
cheap resale may simply encourage people to buy more,
treating clothes as items to be worn a few times and
then sold on. If that happens, the total number of
clothes produced may not fall at all. [3] The impact of
resale, in other words, ( 2 ) less on the technology itself
than on how consumers use it. An app that helps people
keep clothes in use longer could mark a watershed(-)
for the industry; one that merely speeds up the cycle of
buying and discarding would change little.

7 Choose the best word or phrase for ( 1).
a However b Similarly ¢ Forexample d As aresult

8 Choose the best word for ( 2).
areflects binsists cdepends d consists

9 Which of the following is closest in meaning to (7)
curtail?
ahide bcutback c<measure dspeedup
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Which of the following is closest in meaning to (1)
watershed?
a costly failure

b source of water ¢ turning point

d minor change

Which of the following best expresses the main
idea of the passage?

a Resale could reduce fashion's environmental harm, but only if
people keep clothes longer rather than buy more.

b The resale market will soon be larger than the clothing
industry.

< Resale apps have removed the stigma of wearing used clothes.
d Researchers have proved that resale apps increase clothing
production.

Which TWO of the following agree with the
passage? @ The resale market is growing more
slowly than the clothing industry overall. @ Buying
secondhand clothes was once viewed negatively by
some people. @ The writer believes resale apps will
certainly reduce clothing production. @ Some
researchers fear that resale may lead people to buy
more clothes. ® Resale apps were developed by
major fashion brands.
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The decision to raise tuition provoked a fierce
backlash from students.
a careful financial review b sudden fall in numbers

c strong positive reaction  d strong negative reaction

Traditional gender roles remain deeply entrenched
in some workplaces.
a rapidly changing

b openly rejected  c firmly established

d rarely discussed
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The committee whittled down the list of fifty
candidates to three.

a made public widely
c added to steadily

b read through carefully
d reduced step by step

Planting trees along streets can mitigate the
effects of extreme heat.
a predict clessen

b measure d worsen

The link between the two events is tenuous at best.

arecent and new b weak and uncertain ¢ strong and clear

d secret and hidden

Reporters will scrutinize every detail of the new
budget.
a examine closely

b explain simply < approve quickly

d ignore completely

The town’s population has dwindled since the
factory closed.
a stayed the same

b grown larger ¢ become smaller

d moved abroad

The new law ushered in a period of rapid change.

aputoff blookedbackon «cbroughttoanend

d brought about

Fake news websites proliferated during the
election campaign.
a were legally banned b disappeared suddenly

c spread rapidly  d were closely watched

The company is facing an unprecedented crisis.
a easily solved b caused by outsiders

< never having happened before  d happening every year
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