. RER-#BAKX CHECK TEST
HesRRIRE

Y EREEAY AR RERE T — Y~

PR ERFERBOHEREE2 3. EEREV DMR - RE—E - BT - REEDHEE 4~ 10FZNEFBEDF T,

B B %A

RCTHRVWT. ETEAEDE FENALAIETDI—IA,

* I RDEXDZEFRICADREBYIREEZEEN

When the word “nostalgia” was first used in the late
1600s, it described not a pleasant feeling but a medical
condition, and some physicians even believed it could
be (1). Today, psychologists take a very different view.
Far from being harmful, nostalgia appears to ( 2 )
loneliness: when we recall shared memories, we feel
more connected to others. Researchers have also found
that people who feel anxious about the future are more
likely to ( 3 ) happy moments from their past. Critics,
however, are (4 ) to celebrate nostalgia too quickly.
They warn that politicians and advertisers can exploit it
by presenting an ( 5) past that never really existed. In
their view, the line between comfort and manipulation is
a fine one, and crossing that ( 6 ) can have serious
consequences.
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[1] Most of us own things we never use: a bread maker
that has not been switched on for years, a stack of
magazines we plan to read “someday,” clothes that no
longer fit. When asked why they keep such items,
people often say they might need them in the future.
Yet when researchers follow up, they find that these
objects are rarely used again. [2] Some psychologists
argue that the real reason lies elsewhere. Once we own
something, we tend to value it more highly than we did
before it was ours. Giving it away feels like a loss, and
losses, it seems, weigh more heavily on the mind than
equal gains. Others point out that objects can serve as
anchors for memory. An old concert ticket is worth
almost nothing, but throwing it away can feel like
throwing away the evening itself. [3] Neither
explanation suggests that keeping things is foolish. The
problem arises only when possessions begin to take up
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the space, time, and attention we need for the life we
actually live. The question worth asking, then, is not
“Might I need this?” but “Does this help me now?”

7 According to paragraph [1], people often explain
that they keep unused items because
a they think the items may be useful later

b the items were gifts from friends ¢ they plan to sell the items

d the items were very expensive

8 Which of the following is NOT mentioned as a
reason for keeping things?
a Objects may be sold for more money later.
b Objects can remind us of past experiences.
< Owning something makes us value it more.
d Losing something feels worse than gaining something of equal
value.

9 What does the writer mean by saying that throwing
away a ticket “can feel like throwing away the
evening itself”?

a The ticket is tied to the memory of the experience.
b People usually regret going to concerts.

< The concert was too expensive to forget.

d The ticket can be used again for another concert.

10 Which statement would the writer most likely agree
with?
a People should throw away anything they have not used for a
year.
b Keeping objects becomes a problem when it interferes with
present life.
< Keeping souvenirs is a sign of foolishness.

d Most unused objects will eventually be needed.

11 Which of the following is the best title for the
passage”?
a Why We Hold On to Things We Don't Use
b The History of Concert Tickets
< How to Sell Old Belongings Online
d Why Memory Fails as We Age
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Civility is often confused with mere politeness. (A)
Politeness is about following social rules, such as
saying “please” and “thank you.” Civility goes further: it
is the willingness to treat people with respect even
when we strongly disagree with them. (B) In recent
years, many observers have warned that civility is
declining, especially online. When people communicate

through screens, they cannot see the hurt their words
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may cause. (C) Some writers, however, argue that the
concern is exaggerated. They note that complaints
about bad manners can be found in almost every period
of history. (D) Whether or not it is truly declining,
civility remains essential to any society in which people
must live and work alongside those who think
differently.

Without such cues, it becomes easier to say things
they would never say face to face.
a(A) bB) <(C) 4(D)

Etiquette books written two hundred years ago, for
example, also complained that manners were
getting worse.

a(A) b(B) <(C) d(D)

A person can therefore be perfectly polite and yet
deeply uncivil, using courteous words to dismiss or
humiliate others.

a(A) b(B) <(C©) d(D)
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Aoi: You look exhausted, Ben. What’s wrong? / Ben:
I've got too much (1) my plate this week: two reports
and my part-time job. / Aoi: That sounds tough. Is your
roommate still playing loud music at night? / Ben: Yes,
and it’s driving me up the ( 2 ). ./ Aoi: Have you talked
to him about it? / Ben: Not yet. We've always gotten
along, and I don’t want to rock the ( 3 ). ./ Aoi: But you
can’t keep losing sleep. / Ben: You're right. On top of
everything, I've been feeling a bit under the (4 ). / Aoi:
Then take it easy tonight. And let me know if I can give
you a ( 5) with the reports. ./ Ben: Really? Thanks,
that’s a ( 6 ) off my mind.
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0 DOEXIZTDUWLT, The passage explains that we keep
things we never use because

I MOHEXIZDLVT, The difference between politeness
and civility is that

RDEX EEwh TEZ K. For centuries, maps were
things we studied before a journey. We unfolded
them, traced routes with our fingers, and formed a
mental picture of the land. Today, most of us simply
follow the blue dot on our phones, turning left or
right when told to. The convenience is undeniable,
but some researchers worry that we no longer build
an understanding of the places we pass through. /
ZFHU:Navigation technology has begun to
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