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If you are looking for a hobby that keeps your mind
active, you could do ( 1) than learning a new language.
Contrary to popular belief, adults are ( 2 ) no means
poor language learners. Children may pick up
pronunciation more easily, but adults have advantages
of their own: they can study grammar systematically and
draw on what they already know. ( 3 ) all their efforts,
of course, few adult learners ever sound exactly like
native speakers. Yet this matters less than many
assume. An adult learner’s command of a language is
valuable in its own (4 ), not merely as an imperfect
copy of a native speaker’s. Some teachers object to
strict pronunciation drills ( 5 ) the grounds that they
make learners anxious about speaking. Indeed, some
learners worry about mistakes ( 6 ) the extent that they
stop speaking altogether. Too much focus on accent,
these teachers argue, often comes at the (7 ) of
fluency and confidence.
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virtue. The best critics, their defenders say, judge a
book by what it is trying to do rather than by what they
wish it had done. A quiet novel about family life should
not be condemned for lacking the excitement of a
thriller. [4] There is also a less obvious benefit. Serious
criticism treats a book as worth arguing about. In that
sense, even a negative review can be a form of respect,
since it assumes that the writer’s work deserves careful

[1] Book reviewers are often accused of unkindness. A
harsh review can damage a writer’s reputation, and
readers sometimes wonder why critics do not simply
recommend the books they enjoy and ignore the rest.
[2] Defenders of criticism reply that praise means little
if it is given to everything. A reviewer who never finds
fault is like a thermometer that always shows the same
temperature: it may be pleasant to look at, but it tells
you nothing. Only a critic who is willing to say that a
book fails can be trusted when she says that another
succeeds. [3] This does not mean that cruelty is a
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attention.

8 According to paragraph [1], some readers wonder
why critics
a write reviews that are too long

b refuse to review new writers
c praise every book they read
d do not write only about books they like

9 The writer compares a reviewer who never finds
fault to a thermometer in order to show that
a reviewers should judge books more scientifically

b such a reviewer's opinions give readers no useful information
c critics change their opinions too often

d readers prefer reviewers who are always positive

10 According to paragraph [3], the best critics
a judge a book by its own aims
b judge a book by what they wish it had done
c prefer thrillers to quiet novels

d avoid writing negative reviews

11 In paragraph [4], the writer suggests that a
negative review can be a form of respect because

a it is usually written by the writer's friends
b it helps the writer sell more copies
c it encourages readers to ignore the book

d it treats the work as deserving serious attention

12 The main point of the passage is that

a fair criticism, even when negative, benefits readers and writers
alike

b readers should stop paying attention to reviews

< negative reviews should be avoided because they damage
careers

d critics should always be kind to writers
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In many towns, the first libraries were not public at all.
(A) They belonged to private clubs whose members paid
a yearly fee to borrow books. Ordinary workers, who
could not afford such fees, had little access to reading
material. (B) Over the following decades, however,
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reformers began to argue that books should be
available to everyone, regardless of income. Their
campaign was slow to succeed. (C) By the early
twentieth century, free public libraries had become
common in many countries, and they were increasingly
seen as a basic public service rather than a charity.
Today, libraries face a new question: in an age when
information is available online, what are they for? (D)

13 At first, many local governments resisted the
campaign, arguing that reading was a private
matter.

a(A) b(B) <(C) d(D)

14 Some of them responded by pooling their money to
create small reading rooms of their own.

a(A) b(B) <(C) d(D)

15 Many are answering by becoming community
centers that offer classes, internet access, and
quiet places to study.

a(A) b(B) <(C) d(D)
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Sara: How’s your linguistics class going? / Tom:
Honestly, I still can’t wrap my ( 1) around some of the
theories. / Sara: Have you tried asking the professor?
She has office hours on Fridays. / Tom: I keep meaning
to, but something always comes ( 2 ). / Sara: Well, the
exam is just around the ( 3 ). ./ Tom: I know. I'll have to
burn the midnight ( 4 ) this week. ./ Sara: If you like,
you could do ( 5) than joining our study group. We

great. Count me ( 6 ).
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meet at the library every evening. ./ Tom: That would be
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22 I MOEXIZDULT,A fair critic’s negative review is not
an act of cruelty but

23 ROEXEFRATEZ LK. Many parents rush to fill every
spare moment of their children’s day with lessons,
games, or screens, fearing that boredom is a waste
of time. Yet a growing number of educators believe
that empty time has value. When children have
nothing to do, they are forced to invent their own
activities: they make up stories, build things out of
whatever is at hand, and discover what truly
interests them. ./ &XHU:Children who are allowed
to be bored

24 T OEXFBALREXEESHD)ICDUVT, The role of the
public library seems to be
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