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[1] For much of history, letters were the main way to
communicate with someone far away. People waited
days or even weeks for a reply, which made every letter
they received feel precious.(77) Today, a message can
cross the world in less than a second. (1), the number
of personal letters sent by mail has fallen sharply in
many countries. [2] One might expect the handwritten
letter to disappear completely. Yet in recent years,
something unexpected has happened: stationery shops
report growing interest in fine paper and fountain pens,
and some young people have started exchanging letters
with friends they could easily message instead. Why
would anyone choose a slower, more expensive, and
less convenient way to communicate? [3] Part of the
answer lies in the effort itself. A text message can be
written while waiting for a bus and sent without a
second thought. A letter, by contrast, requires a person
to sit down, choose words carefully, and accept that
mistakes cannot simply be deleted. The receiver knows
this.(-1) When people open a handwritten letter, they
are holding not just a message but proof that someone
set aside time for them. This is why a short note written
by hand can mean more than a long email.("7) [4] There
is also the pleasure of waiting. In a world of instant
replies, many people feel pressure to respond
immediately, and a delay of even an hour can seem
rude. Letters free both writer and reader from that
pressure(T). ( 2 ), the gap between sending and
receiving gives each person time to think, and the reply,
when it finally arrives, feels like a small gift(7). [5]
None of this means that letters will replace digital
messages. But their revival suggests that speed is not
the only thing people value in communication.
Sometimes, it seems, people want to communicate as if
time did not matter.(71)

ZZF (1) I[CADREETREDEREN,

aAsaresult b Nevertheless ¢ In other words

d For example

2 ( 2 ) ICABREBEIREDNZEREN,

a However b For example cIncontrast d Inaddition

THREB (1) T ZIHFEBDANFI > TLVS this DRBEULTREE
TWREDEEN,

a PHUIE T X —LEDEERB

b Ay —IINZAEFEOMICHFH T E

¢ PR E QR BERIEA TS ELRIEH e Rl 22228

d FIROBDZL DETH-TWBZE

FHE%E %:5E #EF—~—MPDF www.haradaeigo.com/eigopdf-download/

4 THRER() like a small gift DEKRICRTEVEDEEN,
a too short to be meaningful
b pleasant and special because it was worth waiting for

c sent only on birthdays d cheap and easy to throw away

5 AXDABTE—HITDIEDZETDEN,
a Most people think that replying to a message within an hour is
rude.
b Some people now exchange letters with friends they could
easily contact online.
¢ Stationery shops are closing because of digital messages.
d The author predicts that letters will soon replace digital
messages.
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10 Complete the sentence in your own words: Many
people value handwritten letters because

11 Complete the sentence in your own words: Unlike
instant messages, letters do not

12 Do you think young people should write more
letters by hand? Explain your opinion in 70 to 100
words.
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Emma: Kenji, are you joining the volunteer clean-up at
the beach this Saturday? Kenji: I'd like to, but I have a
part-time job until noon. Emma: That’s fine. It starts at
nine, but people can join any time before three. Keniji:
Oh, then I can come after lunch. Should I bring
anything? Emma: Just gloves and a water bottle. The
organizers will give everyone bags. Kenji: OK. By the
way, how many people usually come? Emma: About fifty
last year, but this year they’re expecting more because
a local TV station talked about it. Kenji: Great. Maybe T'll
ask my brother to come too. He's been saying he wants
to do something for the community. Emma: Perfect. The
more, the better! / E#X:Kenji cannot join the clean-
up in the morning because he has to ( 1). Emma tells
him that he can join as long as he arrives ( 2 ) three
o'clock. Kenji only needs to bring gloves and a water
bottle, since bags will be ( 3) by the organizers. More
people are ( 4 ) to take part this year because the
event was mentioned on TV. Kenji is thinking of ( 5) his
brother.
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18  We could not go out because it was raining hard. =
We could not go out the heavy rain.
aincaseof binspiteof cinsteadof dbecause of

19 Sleep improves memory. = Sleep leads to an
in memory.
aimproved bimprovement cimproving dimprove

20 People widely use the app. = The app is widely

atouse busing cused duse

21 The museum is free for students.
open until nine on Fridays.
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€3 1 think young people should write letters by hand more
often. First, writing by hand makes us choose our
words carefully, so we can express our feelings more
honestly than in quick messages. Second, a
handwritten letter is something the receiver can keep
for many years. For example, I still have a letter my
grandmother sent me when I entered junior high
school. Of course, messages are convenient for
everyday use. However, for important occasions, a
letter can mean much more.
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