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(1) Many people believe that talent is the key to
success in sports. (2) Talented athletes certainly
have an advantage at first. (3) However, what really
decides success is the ability to keep practicing
after failure. (4) Many top players say that their
early failures taught them the most.
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(1) It is often said that cities are bad for wildlife.
(2) Building roads and houses certainly destroys
natural habitats. (3) Yet many birds, insects, and
even foxes now live in city parks and gardens. (4)
In short, cities can be homes for wildlife as well as
a threat to it.
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(1) Some people say that handwriting is no longer
necessary because we type almost everything. (2)
Typing is indeed faster. (3) But studies suggest
that writing by hand helps us remember what we
learn. (4) Schools should therefore continue to
teach handwriting.
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(1) Traditionally, breakfast has been called the
most important meal of the day. (2) Recent
research, however, gives a more complicated
picture. (3) What matters most is not when we eat
but what and how much we eat over the whole day.
(4) A large breakfast of sweet bread, for example,
may do more harm than good.
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To sum up, a good night’s sleep is the simplest way
to improve your memory.
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10 Above all, students need time to think for
themselves.
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The new stadium will be expensive. Nevertheless, it
will bring visitors and jobs to the city.
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It is patience, not speed, that makes a good
researcher.
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It is time to rethink the way we use water.
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Many drivers ignore the speed limit on this road.
That is, the limit exists only on paper.
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It is often said that young people today have short
attention spans because they grew up with
smartphones. Many teachers complain that students
cannot concentrate on a book for more than a few
minutes. Some psychologists even argue that schools
should ban phones completely. It is true that constant
notifications make it hard to focus. However, the same
students who cannot finish a short story will spend
hours on a complex video game or watch a two-hour
documentary about a topic they love. The problem,
then, is not that young people cannot concentrate.
What matters is whether they find a task meaningful.
Therefore, instead of simply banning phones, schools
need to design lessons that give students a reason to
care. In short, attention follows interest.
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a Young people cannot concentrate because they grew up with
smartphones.

b Young people can concentrate when they find what they are
doing meaningful.

< Schools should ban phones completely.

d Video games are more educational than books.
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a It is true that constant notifications make it hard to focus.

b What matters is whether they find a task meaningful.

< However, the same students who cannot finish a short story
will spend hours on a complex video game.

d In short, attention follows interest.
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a It is often said that young people today have short attention
spans.

b Many teachers complain that students cannot concentrate on a
book for more than a few minutes.

< Therefore, instead of simply banning phones, schools need to
design lessons that give students a reason to care.

d However, the same students who cannot finish a short story
will spend hours on a complex video game.
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Every year, millions of tons of clothing end up in
landfills. Much of this waste comes from cheap
garments that are designed to be worn only a few times.
These items are produced quickly, sold at low prices,
and thrown away as soon as fashions change. Such
throwaway fashion uses large amounts of water and
energy, and many of the workers who make these
clothes are poorly paid. Of course, low prices allow
more people to enjoy fashion. Nevertheless, consumers
ought to buy fewer clothes and wear them longer.
Ultimately, the most sustainable garment is the one
already in your closet.
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a Theseitems b cheap garments c these clothes
d the one already in your closet
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Many people assume that learning a foreign
language is easier for children than for adults.
Children do tend to acauire pronunciation more
naturally. Adults, however, have important
advantages: they can use grammar rules, study
strategies, and their knowledge of the world. The
point is that it is never too late to start learning a
language.

At first glance, working fewer hours might seem to
reduce a company’s output. In fact, several
companies that introduced a four-day week found
that their employees were just as productive.
Above all, they made fewer mistakes because they
were less tired. We should therefore reconsider the
idea that longer hours mean more work done.
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