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Ten years ago, a small town in northern Japan had a
serious problem: its only bookstore was about to close.
Young people bought books online, and older residents
rarely came into town. Instead of giving up, the owner,
Ms. Sato, decided to turn the store into a place where
people could meet. She added a small café and began
holding reading events for children on weekends.
This(1) surprised many residents, who had expected the
store to disappear. Soon, parents started bringing their
children every Saturday, and some even joined a book
club for adults. Today the bookstore sells more books
than jt(2) did ten years ago. Ms. Sato says that such
changes(3) were possible only because the town
supported her. She hopes other shop owners will also
try new ideas instead of closing, and some have already
done so(4).
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5 The climate of Okinawa is much warmer than
of Hokkaido.
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For decades, plastic seemed like a perfect material:
cheap, light and strong. Today, however, scientists
describe it as a double-edged sword(1). The same
strength that makes plastic useful also means that jt(2)
can remain in the environment for hundreds of years.
The plastic bottles we see on beaches are just the tip
of the iceberg(3); far more plastic has broken into tiny
pieces that are almost invisible. Governments and
companies are now trying to address(4) the problem by
reducing single-use plastics and improving recycling.
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wash potatoes in the sea before eating them. Such
behavior shows that animals can be surprisingly
clever.
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more than five hours a day on social media. Experts
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worry that this may harm their mental health. RDFEX ZFIERE K. The population of this city is now

twice that of ten years ago.
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