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When the teacher announced that the school trip
had been canceled, Ryo let out a long sigh and
dropped his bag on the floor.
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Aya opened the envelope with trembling hands.
When she saw the word "Accepted,” she covered
her mouth and burst into tears.
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"Did you finish the report?” the manager asked. Ken
avoided her eyes and began to straighten the
papers on his desk.
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When her friend praised her painting in front of the
whole class, Mei blushed and looked down at her
shoes.
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"You broke my record again?” Taro said, clenching
his fists. "Next time, I'll beat you.”
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When I asked my brother which movie he wanted to
see, he just shrugged and kept looking at his

phone.
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When his grandmother handed him the old watch
that had belonged to his late grandfather, Sota
could not say a word for a moment. Then he quietly
thanked her.
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Oh, wonderful,” Lisa said, looking at the long line
in front of the ticket office. "Just what I needed.”
A B b IAXDHLEAEDE  HIF a D5 0EY

o I RDEXZEHH FAWVICEZK

Hana stood at the side of the stage, holding her violin
so tightly that her fingers hurt. In five minutes, she
would play alone in front of three hundred people. She
remembered the evening a year earlier when she had
stopped in the middle of a piece at her first concert,

unable to recall the next note. The silence had seemed
endless. Now her mouth was dry, and her legs would not
stop shaking. Just then, her teacher, Mr. Ito, came up
behind her. He did not tell her to relax. Instead, he said
quietly, "Do you know why you stopped last year? You
were thinking about the audience, not the music.
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Tonight, just listen to your violin.” Hana took a deep
breath and walked out. When she finished, the hall was
silent for a second, and then the applause began. Back
at the side of the stage, she looked for Mr. Ito. He was
smiling and nodding. Hana grinned, and for the first time
that evening, her hands were completely still.
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a Hana had once forgotten a note during an earlier performance.
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b Mr. Ito told Hana to relax before she went on stage.
< Hana stopped playing in the middle of the piece that evening.
d The audience left the hall before Hana finished.
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When I was in junior high school, I thought my
grandfather was the most boring person in the world.
Every time I visited him, he was in his garden doing the
same things: pulling weeds, watering his vegetables,
and writing something in a small notebook. I could not
understand why he never seemed to get tired of it. Last
summer, after he moved into a care home, my mother
asked me to clear out his garden shed. On a shelf, I
found more than forty notebooks. Each page recorded
the weather, the date the first beans appeared, and
which seeds had grown well. Some of the notes were
thirty years old. It was then that I realized that what
had looked like boredom was in fact patience and
careful observation. Great things are not always loud.
Sometimes they grow quietly, one small page at a time.
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a The grandfather moved into a care home after the writer
cleared out his shed.
b The writer found the notebooks while watching the
grandfather in his garden.
< Some of the grandfather's records had been kept for about
thirty years.
d The grandfather gave his notebooks to the writer as a present.
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d When I was in junior high school
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The bus was forty minutes late, and the rain had soaked
through Daniel’s shoes. "Perfect,” he muttered. "What a
great way to start a job interview.” When he finally
reached the office, his hair was dripping. The
receptionist handed him a towel without a word. In the
waiting room sat another applicant in a dry, spotless
suit, as calm as a statue. Daniel’s heart sank. Two hours
later, Daniel walked out into the sunshine with a job
offer. The interviewer had told him that anyone who
came on such a day, instead of calling to cancel, was
exactly the kind of person the company needed.
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a Daniel called the company to cancel the interview.

b Daniel was offered the job partly because he came despite the
bad weather.

< The bus arrived forty minutes early.

d The other applicant was offered the job instead of Daniel.
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